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At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY IN JANUARY--Expenditures for new construction in Jan- 
uary declined about seasonally to $3.7 billion, but exceeded the previous record high 
for that month set in 1958. Private outlays, at $2.6 billion, were up 8 percent from 
January 1958, as over-the-year decreases in industrial construction and office build- 
ings were more than offset by sharply increased spending for new dwelling units and 
more modest gains in most other types of private construction. Public construction 
was 15 percent above a year earlier mainly because of continued strength in public 
housing and highways. 


NONFARM HOUSING STARTS IN 1958--December starts declined much less than usual 
for the time of year to 91,000 units, and were more than 40 percent above compara- 
ble figures for 1956 and 1957. Private units (89,500) almost matched the 1954 rec- 
ord for December and were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1,430,000. For 
the year 1958, starts reversed a 2-year downtrend and rose 15 percent to a total of 
almost 1,200,000 units (including about 67,000 public). The 1957-58 gains were great- 
est (18 percent) in the metropolitan areas of the country, reflecting the upturn in 
apartment construction as well as the increased activity under the FHA programs, 
Starts were up 9 percent in nonmetropolitan areas, aver the year. 


FHA-VA ACTIVITY IN 1958--FHA activity increased sharply during 1958, as both starts 
and mortgage applications (excluding Capehart military housing) rose by more than 70 
percent, to the highest levels since 1950, the peak housing year. Housing begun with 
FHA assistance totaled more than 295,000 units in 1958 and its share of all private 
housing increased from 17 percent in 1957 to 26 percent in 1958. VA appraisal re- 
quests also advanced substantially during 1958 (by 47 percent). VA starts, however, 
declined 20 percent from 1957 to 102,000 units--despite sizable over-the-year gains 
during the last 5 months of 1958--and accounted for only 9 percent of all private 
housing begun during 1958, compared with 13 percent in 1957. 


HOUSING VACANCY RATES, FOURTH QUARTER, 1958--At 2.9 percent of total 


dwellings, the vacancy rate for units available for occupancy remained virtually un- 
changed from the previous 3 quarters of 1958. The comparable rate for the fourth 
quarter of 1957 was 2.5 percent. Geographic statistics indicate relatively stable lev- 
els within major regions as well as inside and outside metropolitan areas. 


NONFARM MORTGAGE RECORDINGS IN OCTOBER--Recordings of nonfarm mort- 
gages were up 10 percent in October to a new high of $2,857 million--28 percent 
above a year earlier and 6 percent above the previous peak of August 1955. Total 
value exceeded 1957 levels beginning last May, and volume for the first 10 months 
of 1958 ($22.3 billion) was 9 percent more than the comparable 1957 figure. The 
gain mainly reflected the steady increase in lending activity of savings and loan asso- 
ciations and commercial banks--to an alltime high by October. Insurance companies 
and individual lenders were the only groups registering declines over the year, for 
the first 10 months. The average mortgage amount continued to rise in October to 
a record $8, 34l. 


BUILDING-PERMIT ACTIVITY IN NOVEMBER--Building-permit valuations dropped 
22 percent to about $1.5 billion in November, when permit activity showed the usual 
winter slowdown for all major kinds of building construction. At the end of the first 
11 months, the 1958 valuations total ($18.7 billion) was 10 percent more than in the 
same 1957 period--primarily reflecting the upsurge in permit issuance for new dwell- 
ing units. Gains occurred also for commercial and community structures. Author- 
izations for industrial building were below year-earlier levels during most of 1958, 
and for the January-November period, were down 22 percent over the year. 


PUBLIC CONTRACT AWARDS IN OCTOBER--Public contract awards in October, at 
$946 million, were down 20 percent from September, but for the seventh consecutive 
month exceeded comparable figures for all prior years. When totaled for the first 
10 months, award values rose 18 percent over 1957 to a record $11.7 billion in 1958. 
State and local work was responsible for nearly three-fourths of the 1957-58 gain 
(chiefly for construction of federally aided highways, electric power projects, and 
residential buildings), but significant increases occurred also for armed forces (Cape- 
hart) housing and Federal airfields (primarily for missile launching facilities). 
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At a Glance 


CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER--The value of con- 
struction contracts awarded during the 12 months ending in November 1958, as re- 
ported by the F. W. Dodge Corp., was 8 percent above the total for the comparable 
1957 period. Engineering awards contributed most to the gain, with public works up 
20 percent and utilities ahead by 16 percent. Residential building continued to show 
the progressive strength manifested since early in the year, but nonresidential building 
remained below year-earlier levels. 

Reports of the Engineering News-Record on the value of large construction con- 
tracts awarded during 1958 showed a steady improvement throughout the year. Total 
construction awards rose 7 percent over 1957; the public sector was up 19 percent, 
but private construction, in spite of a substantial recovery in the latter part of the 
year, was down 8 percent because of the sharp drop in industrial building. Awards 
for highways and bridges showed a 19-percent gain over 1957. 


CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN NOVEMBER--The Department of Commerce composite in- 
dex in November remained at the record level of 139 (1947-49#100) for the sixth suc- 
cessive month--up 1 percent from a year earlier. (The preliminary index of 140 for 
October has been revised to 139). 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS PRICES IN DECEMBER--The wholesale price index for 
construction materials edged down another 0.1 percent in December from the alltime 
high in October. At 131.9 (1947-49=100), the December 1958 index set a new high for 
the month and was 1 percent above a year earlier. Prices declined over the month 
for most lumber and wood products and for linseed oil, but these decreases were par- 
tially offset by higher quotations for copper water tubing, brass fittings, concrete in- 
gredients and products, some types of heating equipment, window glass, and structural 
clay products. 


CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS OUTFUT IN OCTOBER--The output of construction ma- 
terials in October, as measured by the Composite Output Index, rose about 3 percent. 
This was less than the usual increase at this time of the year, and, on a seasonally 
adjusted basis, actually represented a 4-percent decline. Most product groups de- 
clined,from the September levels (after seasonal adjustment), only heating and plumb- 
ing equipment having increased by almost 7 percent, while portland cement remained 
virtually unchanged. The major declines centered in asphalt roofing and siding, down 
13 percent; iron and steel construction products, 7 percent; and paint, varnish and 
lacquer, 5 percent. Output for all groups combined was up 3 percent over October 
1957 with all except asphalt products and iron and steel products registering gains. 
For the first 10 months of 1958 combined output was down 3 percent from the same 
period in 1957. 


CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION EMPLOYMENT IN DECEMBER--Unusually severe winter 
weather in many areas of the country caused contract construction employment to drop 
sharply in December, by 300,000 to 2,486,000. This figure was 5 percent below a 
year earlier and the lowest December total since 1950. Detailed statistics now avail- 
able through November show that the small decline from November 1957 primarily 
affected employees in general contract work and heavy engineering, and while confined 
to 19 States, included 4 of the 7 with 100,000 or more contract construction workers. 
November employment was above 1957 levels in a majority of the States and indicated 
a continuation of the upturn for highway workers and the special trades as a group. 


HOURS AND EARNINGS IN NOVEMBER--Weekly pay in contract construction dropped 
by $5.53 in November, to an average of $110.29, mainly because of a 1. 7-hour re- 
duction in the average workweek, to 36.4 hours. Hourly earnings edged down to $3.03. 
The October-November decrease in both weekly pay and hours worked affected employ- 
ees on all types of construction but was more pronounced in nonbuilding (particularly 
in highway work), When compared with 1957, however, earnings in November 1958 
were higher by $7.28 weekly and 7 cents hourly, and were at a November high for 
all branches of the industry. The average workweek was 1,6 hours longer than a 
year earlier. 
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The Financing of Owner-Occupied Homes, 
1950 and 1956 


JOHN M. SUITER AND ABRAHAM GOLDBLATT* 


As an integral part of the 1956 National Housing Inventory, data were collected on the financing 
of owner-occupied nonfarm homes. The results were recently published by the Bureau of the Census in 
Volume II of the 1956 National Housing Inventory. This article summarizes some of the major findings 
for owner-occupied nonfarm properties with one dwelling unit--hereinafter referred to as ‘‘single-family 
homes’’--and compares the findings of the 1956 survey with data from the 1950 Census of Housing, 


Because a home represents the most costly single purchase ever made by most families, mortgage 
credit is usually needed if homeownership is to be achieved. At the time of the 1956 survey, 74 percent 
of the owners of single-family homes had used mortgage credit in acquiring their homes. 


During the 1950-56 period, mortgage credit was generally available to home purchasers. This 
period was also characterized by a large volume of residential construction for owner occupancy, rising 
home prices, and rising incomes. ‘Accordingly, it is not surprising that the number of families using 
mortgage credit and the total amount of outstanding debt rose to record levels. 


At the time of the National Housing Inventory (December 1956), 56 percent of all single-family 
owner-occupied homes were mortgaged, compared with 44 percent in 1950. Outstanding debt was $84.9 
billion in 1956 or about three times the $28.6 billion outstanding in 1950.2 


The large increase in outstanding mortgage indebtedness was due to the increase in the number of 
mortgaged properties from 7.1 million in 1950 to 12.7 million in 1956 and the growth in the average size 
of loan on both eeeity constructed and existing properties in response to higher market values and more 


liberal credit terms. 


A large part--98 percent--of the increase in outstanding debt was accounted for by the newly 
constructed mortgaged homes. 


The outstanding debt on single-family properties built in 1949 or earlier was approximately $28.7 
billion in 1956, compared with $27.3 billion in 1950.4 The fact that outstanding debt on such proper 
ties was not reduced is seemingly paradoxical, since at the time of the 1950 Census of Housing financ- 
ing for over three-fourths of the mortgaged homes provided for regular payments on the principal to 
amortize the debt. The effects of amortization, however, were offset by the larger loans obtained in 
connection with the resale of many of the properties at higher prices. 5 


Along with the increase in prices of newly constructed and existing homes went a liberalization 
of credit terms as shown by the changes in downpayment requirements.° As of 1956, one-half of the 
owners had paid 19 percent or less of the purchase price in cash at the time of acquisition. This 
compares with a median downpayment of 23 percent reported in 1950. Those who had paid 10 percent 
or less down comprised 33 percent of the owners in 1956, compared with 27 percent in 1950. 


* Of the Housing Division, Bureau of the Census, U. S. Department of Commerce. Address inquiries to 

this agency. 
1956 National Housing Inventory, Volume II, Financing of Owner-Occupied Residential Properties. 

Copies for sale by Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C., or any of the Field Offices of the Department 
of Commerce; price 25 cents. This volume contains selected data on owner-occupied nonfarm properties with 
1 to 4 dwelling units, and detailed data on the 1-unit properties. 

2 First mortgage debt was $27.7 billion in 1950 and $82.8 billion in 1956. Second mortgage debt increased 
from $0.9 billion to $2.1 billion in the same period. 

3 The median total loan (first and second mortgage) rose from $4,458 in 1950 to $7,865 in 1956. 

4 Of the $28.6 billion debt outstanding in mid-1950, an estimated $1.3 billion was applicable to properties 
built in 1950 and $27.3 billion to properties built before 1950. 

> Unlike other consumer durables which declined in value with use, existing homes in the period examined 
actually rose in value by approximately one-third (ee table J of Volume II, 1956 National Housing Inventory, p. 8). 


Downpayments were computed by subtracting the first mortgage and the second mortgage (if any) from the 
purchase price. (4) 
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Thus, the record-breaking volume of loans was attributable to a high volume of construction and 
increases in the average size of mortgage loan on both new and existing homes. The latter was brought 
about by price increases of both new and existing homes and liberalization of mortgage credit terms as 
measured by downpayment requirements. 


But in spite of the high volume of lending, progress toward debt-free homeownership (which ap- 
pears to be an important goal for many American families) has continued. Although credit was freely 
available, only 0.4 million of the 5.4 million families who had acquired their homes without mortgages 
subsequently mortgaged their homes. On the other hand, 3.4 million of the 15.5 million owners who 
had used mortgage credit to purchase their homes succeeded in retiring their mortgage indebtedness. 


Mortgage Characteristics 
In the 1950-56 period, Government insured and guaranteed loans grew at a faster rate than 


conventional loans (table 1). 


TABLE 1. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF MORTGAGED 


i i ans with Fed- 
The growing importance of lo th F PROPERTIES, BY TYPE OF LOAN, 1950 AND 1956 


eral Government backing was accompanied by a 
decrease in downpayment requirements among 


conventional and VA borrowers (table 2). Percent of | Percent of 
Type of loan [mortgaged properties| outstanding debt 


(Owner-occupied single-family nonfarm properties) 


The median downpayment made by borrow- 
ers with conventional loans was 32 percent in 
1950 and 29 percent in 1956. The corre sponding 
figures for FH'A borrowers were 17 percent in 
1950 and 21 percent in 1956; for VA loans they 
were 9 percent in 1950 and 7 percent in 1956. 


As shown in table 2, 22 percent of the conventional loans outstanding in 1956 had been made with 


downpayments of 10 percent or less, compared with 16 percent in 1950. 


TABLE 2. DOWNPAYMENT AT TIME OF PURCHASE AS A PERCENT OF PURCHASE PRICE, 
BY TYPE OF MORTGAGE OUTSTANDING, 1950 AND 1956 


(Owner-occupied single-family nonfarm properties) 


Downpayment [FHA «| _——=SVA__—_—_—*i|. Conventional 


s t of 
Cee 


Property and Owner Characteristics 

The National Housing Inventory data indicate that properties with FHA and V‘A loans were, gen- 
erally speaking, newer and more concentrated in the middle market value ranges than those with conven- 
tional loans. Fifty-six percent of all FHA properties and 67 percent of VA properties were built in 
1950-56, compared with 38 percent of properties with conventional loans. Seventy-seven percent of the 
mortgaged properties built before 1930 were financed with conventional loans. 


Most of the FHA and VA loans were in the $6,000 to $15,000 market value range (table 3). Only 
a small percentage of FHA (2 percent) and VA (4 percent) loans had market values under $6,000. At 
the upper end of the value scale, conventional loans accounted for all but 23 percent of the loans on 
homes with market values of $20,000 or more. 
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Owners with FHA and VA loans tended to concentrate in the middle income ranges and were 
younger (as measured by the median age of the head of the household) than those with conventional 
loans. Sixty-five percent of the FHA and 72 percent of VA borrowers were in the $4,000 to $8,000 in- 
come range, compared with 52 percent of the conventional borrowers. Seventy-eight percent of the bor 


rowers with incomes under $3,000 and 66 percent of those with incomes over $10,000 had conventional 
loans. 


TABLE 3. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF MORTGAGED HOMES, BY MARKET VALUE AND TYPE OF LOAN, 1956 








(Owner-occupied single-family nonfarm properties) 
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The median age of owners was 41, 35, and 44 years for FHA, VA, and conventional borrowers, 
respectively. 


Quality of the Debt 

One of the most striking facts brought out by the National Housing Inventory was the recent origin 
of most of the mortgage debt. At the time of the survey, 76 percent of the mortgaged properties had 
been acquired since 1950. - Despite this fact, ownets had accumulated a large equity in mortgaged 
homes as indicated by the median ratios of outstanding debt to market value shown in table 4, 





TABLE 4. OUTSTANDING DEBT AS A PERCENT OF MARKET VALUE, BY TYPE OF LOAN, 1950 AND 1956 







(Owner-occupied single-family nonfarm properties) 





Median percent 
of value 


represented by debt 


Percent of properties with debt 
of 80 percent or more 
of market value 









Type of loan 


Median percentages of outstanding debt to market value for VA and conventional loans were some- 
what higher in 1956 than in 1950; for FHA loans there was relatively little change. 


Owners’ equities in 1956 were equal to less than 20 percent of market value for 41 percent of VA 
owners, 15 percent of FHA owners, and only 8 percent of conventional owners. 


Using the proportion of income needed for principal and interest payments as a measure of quality 
of debt, it was found that the ability of borrowers to meet their payments had changed little in the 
1950-56 period. In 1950, median percentages of mortgage payments to income were 10 for FHA, 13 for 
VA, and 12 for conventional borrowers. In 1956, the corresponding percentages were 12, 13, and 13 
Because incomes increased and the average term of loan increased between 1950 and 1956, the huge 
volume of lending did not unduly increase the burden of mortgage payments relative to income. 


Thus, the quality of debt as measured by the payment to income ratios as well as by the equities 
of owners, showed relatively little change, even though the amount of outstanding debt increased three- 


fold between 1950 and 1956. 
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STATISTICAL SERIES 


NOTE: ALL THE STATISTICAL SERIES IN CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 
ARE SUBJECT TO REVISION FOR THE LATEST PERIOD SHOWN. 


Part A--Construction Put in Place 


NOTE: The monthly estimates in Part A are determined primarily by past contract award movements, 
standard progress patterns, and assumed normal seasonal movements. They do not reflect the effects 
of varying numbers of working days in different months, nor of special conditions influencing the 
volume of activity in any given month, such as unusual weather, materials shortages, overtime, work 
stoppages, and delays. 


Table A-1: New Construction Put in Place: Current Month, by Type of Construction 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Type of construction ‘ Annual total Jan. 1959 from-- 


Dec. Jan. 
1958 1958 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION 57 48, 980 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 35, 947 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) 17, 884 
New dwelling units 13, 405 
Additions and alterations 3, 859 
Nonhousekeeping 620 
Nonresidential buildings 8, 720 
Industrial 2, 443 
3, 61 

Office buildings and warehouses .. 1, 986 
Stores, restaurants, and garages... 1, 575 
Other nonresidential buildings 2,716 
Religious 863 
Educational 567 
Hospital and institutional 610 
Social and recreational 424 
Miscellaneous 252 
Farm construction 1, 600 
Public utilities 5, 554 
276 

Telephone and telegraph 903 
Other public utilities .........ssssessceseneees 4, 375 
All other private 189 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 5 3 15, 033 
Residential buildings g 832 
Nonresidential buildings 4, 622 
i 370 

2, 877 

Hospital and institutional 401 
Administrative and service 530 
Other nonresidential buildings 444 
Military facilities } 1, 235 
Highways 5, 350 
Sewer and water systems 1, 388 
837 

551 

Public service enterprises 450 
Conservation and development .... 1,004 
All other public 152 


' a 5 


! i 
— an 
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Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table A-2: New Construction Put in Place: Recent Monthly Trend, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 


lsat - tee 1957 1958 
er 4 nt te Jan. eats Me | ip tan ed Ie) Ped ad 


TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION. 4, 174 3, 106 4,000) 4,347) 4,548 | 4,707) 4,751 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION 27} 3,005) 2, 737 2, 270) 2, . 991} 2,752) 2,959} 3,082) 3,153 | 3,172 
Residential bldgs. (nonfarm) 1,524] 1, 1,078} 1, , 1,421] 1,559] 1,645 | 1, 708} 1,732 
New dwelling units 1, 140} 1, 810 1,015} 1,125] 1,205] 1,275] 1,315 
Additions and alterations... 333 - 355 382 388 382 366 
Nonhousekeeping 51 51 52 52 51 51 
Nonresidential buildings 842 698 735 754| 743 741 
Industrial 287 7 204 193 185 179 174 
Commercial 332 285 315 326 316 315 
Office buildings 
and warehouses l 169 169 169 167 
Stores, restaurants, 
and garages 146 157 147 148 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 227 243 248 252 
Religious ) 70 75 79 80 
Educational 46 50 52 53 
Hospital & institutional 51 52 53 52 
Social and recreational... 37 41 42 43 
Miscellaneous 23 25 22 24 
Farm construction. 160 169 173 161 
Public utilities : 486 494 512 520 
i 25 19 25 27 
Telephone and telegraph .... 3 76 71 75 
Other public utilities 399 416 418 
All other private 3 20 17 18 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 1, 466 | 1,554 | 1,579 
Residential buildings 6 69 71 73 
Nonresidential buildings 421 428 430 
Industrial 33 32 31 
Educational 262 259 259 
Hospital and institutional... 37 39 40 
Administrative & service ... 49 55 58 
Other nonresidential bldgs. 40 40 43 42 
Military facilities 95 105 120 135 
545 585 635 645 

Sewer and water systems 123 12 133 130 
Sewer ...... Sian 73 77 81 80 
50 51 52 50 

Public service enterprises .... 41 47 52 52 
Conservation & development. 96 98 100 97 
All other public 12 13 15 17 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 





COMPOSITION OF REGIONS AND GEOGRAPHIC DIVISIONS 


NORTHEAST NORTH CENTRAL SOUTH WEST 
. New England 3. E. N. Central 4. W. N. Central 5. S. Atlantic 6. BE. S. Central . Mountain 
Connecticut Illinois Iowa Delaware Alabama Arizona 
Maine Indiana _ Kansas Dist. of Col. Kentucky Colorado 
Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Florida Mississippi Idaho 
New Hampshire Ohio Missouri Georgia Tennessee Montana 
Rhode Island Wisconsin Nebraska Maryland Nevada 
Vermont North Dakota N. Carolina . W. S. Central New Mexico 
South Dakota S. Carolina Arkansas Utah 
. Middle Atlantic Virginia Louisiana Wyoming 
New Jersey W. Virginia Oklahoma 
New York Texas . Pacific 
Pennsylvania California 
Oregon 
Washington 
NONFARM POPULATION DISTRIBUTION IN 1950 . 
NORTHEAST——29.5 percent. NORTH CENTRAL—~29.0 percent. SOUTH—27.,7 percent. WEST——13.8 percent. 
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Table A-3: New Construction Put in Place: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate, by Type of Construction 


(Value, in millions of dollars) 





Seasonally adjusted annual rate 





Annual total 
Type of construction __ 1958 





_Jan. Aug. Sept. . Nov. Dec. 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION .................... | 48,816 | 48,492 | 49, 428 53, 676 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ...................... | 33,960 | 33,588 | 34, 164 36, 588 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) .............. | 17,340 | 17,952] 18,480 20, 580 
Nonresidential buildings .... 9, 228 8, 424 8, 340 8, 592 
NOU sciatic tticcrercdiensinnis 3, 228 2, 148 2, 064 2,076 
TI ics sidecasesccssesesasrinnstittp ever 3, 456 3, 528 3, 492 3, 660 
Office buildings and warehouses .... 1, 980 1,956 1,908 1, 848 
Stores, restaurants, and garages .... 1, 476 1, 572 1, 584 1,812 
Other nonresidential buildings ............ 2, 544 2,748 2,784 2, 856 | 
I CRNEIIIN ccs ccesnseesevasiinseontecrvon 1, 608 1, 596 1, 620 1, 608 | 
I III si chies sin sschtan on dissvisnsiediogss 5, 628 5, 436 5, 520 
All other private ee 156 180 204 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 14,856 | 14,904 15,264 
Residential buildings Beskisve 732 840 888 
Nswwesidential buildings 4, 584 4,596 | 4,680 
Military facilities ............ { 1, 284 1, 224 1, 344 
I teat Nciasskoiieie santchauateciiaaaleecaiss 5,412 5, 184 5, 232 
Sewer and water systemS....................000. 1, 356 1, 392 1,452 

BIPID c sna lasts dntssconssednsnctve Naki iescans 804 852 900 

ees R aD ce cicxisnavinctiesech coon tt ecle tn sntsiesn 552 540 552 
Public service enterprises 420 468 480 
Conservation and development . a 948 1,056 1,032 
Be IN UID oes cssiccaandscharanerestiace-nsheteasens 120 144 156 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENTS OF COMMERCE AND LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C. 0. 59-10-8 


Table A-4: New Construction Put in Place: Value in 1947-49 Prices, by Type of Construction 
(Millions of dollars) 








1957 1958 Year 


Dec. | ; . 1954 1955 | 1956 1957 1958 
TOTAL NEW CONSTRUCTION......| 2, 720 32,612 | 35,702 | 35,092 |*35, 141 | 35,380 


PRIVATE CONSTRUCTION ..........| 1,961 22,526 | 25,810 | 24,963 |*24,573 | 24, 205 
Residential buildings (nonfarm) ....| 1,032 12,777 | 15,078 | 13,648 | 12,903 | 13, 435 
Nonresidential buildings ................ 563 5,073 6,012 6, 587 6, 805 6,074 
oasis ch Sans won sili 1, 690 1,946 2, 304 2, 506 17a) 
Office buildings & warehouses .. 789 1,054 1, 289 1, 389 1, 400 
Stores, restaurants, & garages .. 998 1,472 1, 441 1, 186 1, 085 
Other nonresidential buildings .. 1, 596 1, 540 1, 553 1, 724 1, 868 
Farm construction .......................00. 1, 420 1, 350 1, 266 1, 247 1, 239 
IID .ccsscosschecsdsinvsesncnicans 3, 166 3, 257 3,381 | *3,490 3, 340 
All other private 90 113 81 128 117 


PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION ............ 10, 086 9,892 | 10,129 |*10,568 | 11,175 
Residential buildings ........ ............. 2Bl 213 225 383 
Nonresidential buildings ................ 3, 738 3,016 | *3, 191 

INE Sill cb vexcxevedevicbvshicdvosssnssay 1, 253 338 333 


IE a vac icccs cals o ccd sensnsoninc 1, 694 1, 891 2,003 
Hospital and institutional .......... 286 220 *248 


Other nonresidential buildings .. 505 567 607 
Military facilities 20000000... 872 1,085 982 


I shh crtvksaesincdvtsicesesasesenscte 3, 689 4,079 | *4, 214 
Sewer and water systems ................ 724 859 865 


Public service enterprises.............. 133 240 232 
Conservation and development ...... 571 556 625 
All other public .. aioe 78 69 76 


Type of construction 














Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. * These data for 1957 include revisions published in the December 1958 issue of 
Con struction Review. 
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Table A-5: New Public Construction Put in Place, by Source of Funds, Ownership, and Type of Construction 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent change 


Source o fonds, je 9 fom] 
ear, 


ownership, and a ‘ 
wean [a [ow [oe [om [om  [ 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION... 7 1,054} 14,127 | 15,033 
402 4, 381 5, 320 

259 3, 018 3, 152 

Federal grants-in-aid! 143 1, 363 2, 168 
State and local funds 652 9,746 9,713 


i 
aAanRmRo 


259 3, 018 3, 152 
155 349 
600 563 
473 

8 
45 
54 
20 

1, 322 
109 
818 

14 





+ | 


BB 
' 
A 
wVINNCE CHBUSCSCCOCCONEA 


Administrative and service........ 


wa oe 
—-UAN UW OO 


Conservation and development...... 
All other federally owned .............. 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED ...... 11, 109 
Residential buildings. 351 
Nonresidential buildings. 3,903 
2,817 

305 

Administrative and service........ 385 
Other nonresidential .................. 306 


‘4 
Su av~a 


+ 
+ 





781 
All other State and locally owned. 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Construction programs currently receiving Federal grants-in-aid cover highways, 
schools, hospitals, airports, and miscellaneous community facilities. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Part B-Housing 


Table B-1: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Ownership, Location, and Type of Structure 


Ownership Location! Type of structure 
Units in 2-or-more family structures 
Suines Metro- | Nonmetro- 
ened politan’ | politan? 


NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS (in thousands) 


71. 
58. 
35. 
18. 
19. 
24. 
49. 
67. 


776.8 314.5 900. 191. 
794.9 332. 1 942. 184, 
803.5 300. 3 937. 166. 
896.9 323.5 1,077. 142. 
975.8 353. 1 1, 194. 134. 
779.8 338.3 989. 128. 
699.7 342.2 872. 169. 
824. 1 373.6 (4) (4) 


NOR OBO Ow 
meh eS UY Bb 


12. 
13. 
13. 
16. 
20. 
al. 
19. 
z2; 


December 
January 
February 


43.4 20. Si 
44.5 23. 54. 
44.4 ai. 53. 
54.8 26. 65. 
67.4 31. 78. 
73.9 ' 87. 
76.8 q 93. 
80.6 32. 90. 
82.8 . 102. 21. 
85.0 . 98. 22. 
78.0 ; (4) (4) 
72.3 ; (4) (4) 
63.6 | (4) (4) 








CNW ARYUOK OCCOw 
m= NWO WW Oe 
Yoyvyyy pS aywy 
RDOWRKANVWOCUNY 


FRPP SESS ere S. 


~ 
~ 
~ 





cooocooocoOmONOU = mR KO em 

VOC OCUWUNAAWYNWOUUY 
_ 

WOOF BNAN OK kK CO 


Perceat change 


Year, 1957-58 . b i +17.8 + 9,2 
November-December, 1958 R q ‘ -12.0 Tee 
December, 1957-58 4 . ‘ +46. 5 +37.0 -- 


PERCENT DISTRIBUTION 


71. 
70. 
72 
73. 
73. 
69. 
67. 
68. 


28.8 82. 
2. 83. 
27. 85. 
26. 88. 
26. 89. 
30. 88. 
32. 83. 
31. -- 


93. 
94. 
96. 
98. 
98. 
97. 
95. 
94. 


mawouvVrt ou 
Y RNR Rwy ad 
ANNUYUYUNNY 
CNN SPYUOY DY 


68. 
65. 
67. 
67. 
68. 
68. 
68. 
71. 
66. 
70. 
70. 
70. 
69. 


December 98. 
January 92. 
February 92. 
March 95. 
95. 
93. 
89. 
96. 
August 92. 
September 91. 
October 98. 
November 98. 
December 98. 





wOoNreBRUOODY SK 
DONUNW OF ON 
Vin OAnNN OCONNYO 


NOWOAVYUONVYS 
PP PRY YAAYH 


mRONN BRwWN RK OWDAD 
Pere ee SS eS SS 
HRASOMWWANWAV ONS & 
WOUOYwNWAUOCOFOWNYY 
—K—eENINIDWONUSCUIOON®DUY 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data by urban and rural-nonfarm classification for 1920-53 are available upon request. 2 Annual data 
not available before 1950; monthly data not available before January 1953. 3 Not available oes py 1954. Tabulations showing 


the number of units in 2-family and 3-or-more family structures for 1920-53 are available upon request. Not yet available. 
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Table B-2: New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started: Seasonally Adjusted Annual Rate 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 


[June | July | Ang. | Sept. | Oct. | Now. | 


pt. 
605 


Source: Department of Labor. 





Housing Starts (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


Thousands of Dwelling Units Thousands of Dwelli 
TOTAL MONTHLY STARTS, UNADJUSTED 





SEASONALLY ADJUSTED ANNUAL RATE-- 
PRIVATE STARTS 


Y 





JAN. FEB. MAR. APR. MAY JUNE JULY AUG. SEPT OCT NOV DEC. 


| SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.-59-10-C 
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Table B-3: New Private 1-Family Houses Started: Average Construction Cost 


Pom [om [om [me [oe [mm [mo [ae Pom om | 


AVERAGE CONSTRUCTION COST 
$5,375 ’ $5, 625 
6,725| 6,950] 7, 7, 275 
8,050) 8, 7, 825 
7,525 ; 7, 675 
8,875| 9, 9, 200 
9, 400 , 9, 225 
9,500| 9, 9, 525 
10, 125 | 10, ; 10, 175 
10, 850 | 10, : 10, 800 
11, 475 , ’ 11,575 
12,375 | 12, . 12, 425 
13,050 : : 13, 375 
13, 025 


Percent change, 1957 to 1958 


aa] ee] ay Oe] ea] tof 02] 29) aT 


Source: Department of Labor. 


Table B-4: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started, by Region! 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 


1957 1958 First 9 months 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 


Chart 4. ° 
, Housing Starts, By Regions 


Yaousends of Dwelling Units Thousands of Dwelling = 


2a 
4 


F~~7 


rf 
/ “ye, 


f=~/ 
7 


” WORTH CENTRAL, 


> / 
WORTHEASF™. | / 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CD. 59-10-D 
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Table B-5: New Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started in Selected States, by Ownership 


Number of new dwelling units (in thousands) 4 sal deen 


3d qtr. 1958 2d qtr. 1958 Total dwelling units| 34 =. 1958 lst 9 
UNITED STATES, TOTAL vf 357.8 | 334.1 320.5 | 296.8 | 289.7 280.8 | 893.7 | 803.3 | +12 | +24] +11 


Selected States, total 261.6 245. 4 236. 3 221. 2 213. 208.9 656. 4 600. 3 +11 +9 
As percent of U. S. total ......... 4 (73.1) | (73. (73.7)| (74.5) | (73. (74.4)) (73. (74.7) os =. 


5.7 
» 5, 5.1 5 15. 12: ea +21 
California 55. $1.6 | 47.1 46. 142. 127. +17 +1L 
Colorado 4. 4. 5.8 4. LB. 10. -21 +31 
4.5 
9 


13 PB] 


~~ 
+ 
— 


ee 


39. 
5. 
Connecticut 4. 4. 4, S. ll. 13. +2 -18 


District of Columbia 1. E, 3. S +78 +100 


70. 
40. 
18. 
15. 
31. 


28. 
60. 
42. 

6. 
32. 


66. 


An Oe rw 
CAYO a 


a ee ee ae ae ere 
URaN 


62. 
42. 
18. 
14. 
35. 
27. 
52. 
40. 

4. 
35. 


49. 

4. 
18. 
11. 
16. 


Florida 
Illinois 


25. 22. 22. 
lo. 15. 14, 
Ve 6. 6. 
5. 6. 3. 
13. Il. il. 


10. ll. 9. 
24. 21. 
16. 15. 

2. 2. 
12. 2. 


22. 
2. 


+13 +13 
= 3 
+1 
+ 6 


Massachusetts 
PIII ssn sissnstiqnnnseinecasarnnonss | 


-—w kh OF 
~— BAU 





+ 6 


New Jersey 
New York 





oOWwU 


ae 
+40 


NOWNADWY NUOWAO wowon 


NYO CF awe 





+34 


Virginia , . 7. 
Washington ashe . k 5. 
NPURIINEN i aciacsi sia crctcs esasisnccen ° Se 6. 
ok i 
Source: Department of Labor. ! Percent increase exceeds 3.0. 
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Chart 5. 


New Private Nonfarm Dwelling Units Started 
Total, Under FHA or VA Inspection, and Conventional 


Thousands of Dwelling Units Thousands of Dwelling Units 


12-MONTH MOVING TOTALS 





eeeeeee 
7h qqnen 00 eeenenee ae 
eoceoseeser*™ 


eoccoosee? 
eooe eocee 
POPP e rower esececes sesccesoccsoescee eecesccooooos se soos ees VA 


JF MAMI SV ASONW OIS F MAMI ST AS GOH O 
1957 1958 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.59-10-S 
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Table B-6: New Private Dwelling Units: Volume in Successive Stages of FHA and VA Progrems 
































































Number (in thousands) of new dwelling units in-- eee of 

i o a — total private 

Period FHA applications VA Ps oe ~~ VA _ Starts under 

— ———— appraisal -| loans inspection of- 

v— ae — ee coool —— i al ee 

BE TE wivssisesnscrseess 383. 3 383.3 535.4 276.3 307.0 150. 1 150. 1 243. L 23 26 

ei rsisctssexessinesy 314.9 313.5 620.8 276.7 392.9 139.8 139.8 387.6 a} 30 

POD ssssmnisntsosinens 227. 6 219.4 401.5 189. 3 270. 7 116. 2 110.9 313.5 | 17 25 

BT piktiahateaceies 266. 1 223.7 159. 4 168.4 128.3 118.0 92.6 218.8 17 13 

DP  ecivcticn 434. 1 395.9 234. 2 25.4 102.1 | (2) (2) } (2) 26 9 

1957: December ........ 16.6 15. 1 3.5 14.2 4.6 9.1 9.1 11.4 23 8 

1958: January ............ 22.6 19. 3 5-3 | 13.3 4.1 13.7 10. 4 10. 4 2l. 7 

February .......... 23.4 23.2 » > 11.3 2.8 12.4 10.7 o,4 19 5 

IIR ss ctawisesoensie 37.1 32.7 8.4 16.5 3. 1 14.8 11.6 Tek 21 a 

ene 37.6 35.0 24.8 ib? 4.8 13.8 12.1 3. i 24 | 5 

BOE ssstthinnninns 44.4 38. 4 2.2 26.0 6.0 12.8 10. 4 4. 1 26 6 

I tiiscsiescapnionnin 44.7 38.7 28. 4 2.0 8.5 18.9 12.7 5.0 | 28 8 

UI sicniacgeostonstte 47.6 37.9 2.5 29.7 10.6 17.4 13.8 5.9 27 10 

I ictie 43.7 39.6 28.5 30.5 13.2 21.8 12.4 6.5 27 12 

September ........ 42.1 41.4 26.7 31.9 14.4 22.5 14.5 wet 29 13 

October ......:..... 38.7 37.9 19. 1 34.7 14.7 17.8 16. 1 10. 1 32 13 

November ........ 26.0 26. 0 15.3 25.8 11.0 15.8 15.5 9.8 26 11 

December ........ 26. 2 25.9 14.8 25.0 9.0 (2) (2) (2) 2 10 
Percent change: 

Year, 1957-58.......... +63. 1 +72. 4 +46. 9 +75.4 -20. 4 i -- -- -- -- | -- 
Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported by the Federal Housing Administration (HHF A) and the Veterans 
Administration. ! Excludes units under the armed services (Capehart) housing program, which are classified as public and whose inspec- 
tion while under construction is under the auspices of the Department of Defense. 2 Not available. 


Table B-7: Nonfarm Mortgage Recordings of —_ 000 or Less: Number and Average Amount, and Total Amount by Type of Lender 


Total amount (in millions of dollars) recorded by 





















Average 

amount All —- Insurance Commercial —— Individuals All other 

(dollars) lenders associations | “omPaaies banks honien leaders 
eae . 6,644 | 22,974 8, 312 1, 768 4, 239 1, 501 2,882 4, 272 
didalesnaiie , 7,279 | 28,484] 10,452 1,932 5, 617 1, 858 3, 362 5, 265 
shies 7, Sat 27, 088 9,532 1,799 5, 458 1,824 3, 558 4, 917 
‘aviansies \. 7, 469 24, 244 9, 217 1, 472 4,264 1, 430 3, 554 4, 307 
7,444 20, 516 7,865 1, 230 3, 606 1, 200 3,023 3, 592 

7, 862 22, 327 8, 601 1, 189 4, 223 1,321 2, 863 4, 130 

ciaeiianes 7, 563 2, 226 855 132 395 131 321 392 

reheat 7,585 1,877 686 117 333 118 271 352 
pcenies 7,631 1,851 666 125 325 112 260 363 

1958: January ............ 7,58 1,782 627 lll 322 98 280 344 
February .......... 7,491 1,701 638 101 304 87 253 318 
RII Can essccoiens 7,450 1, 866 705 108 345 94 270 344 
BEE ccxdsthabineeees 7, 536 2,022 787 105 385 103 278 363 
Ee 7,722 2, ISL 845 113 418 120 283 373 
I i iccteinweee 7,916 2, 275 910 110 429 140 279 407 
SOY sciainlencionsees 8, 000 2, 543 986 125 492 165 308 467 
PRBREE de cicnese 8, 120 2, 535 995 130 476 169 292 473 
September ........ 8, 156 2, 596 1,022 136 493 170 296 479 
OORT nnn 8, 341 2, 857 1, 087 150 558 175 324 563 
si change 








First 10 mos., 1957-5 + 6[ + 1 ; + 9 7 «% 7 f +17 L. +10 77 +15 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Labor from data reported | the Federal Home Loan Bank Board. 
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Table B-8: Housing Vacancy Rates: Vacancy-Occupancy Status and Condition of Dwelling Units, Nationally 





Status and condition of dwelling units 


Total dwelling units 


Vacant dwelling units: 
Available for occupancy! 
For rent? 
For sale 
Rented or sold, awaiting occupancy! 
Held off market! 
Dilapidated 


Seasonal dwelling units? 
Occupied dwelling units 





(Percent distribution) 





& 
. 
= 


me NY NNYAN CO 


2 Pore, . ) 
usd eK RAW 


‘Oo 


Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Housing and Construction Reports, Series H-111. 1 Nonseasonal, not 
dilapidated units. 2 Comprises vacant units offered for rent, as well as those being offered either for rent or for sale. 3 Comprises unoccu- 
pied units and units temporarily occupied by nonresidents, that is, persons with usual residence elsewhere. 


Table B-9: Housing Vacancy Rates: Vacancy-Occupancy Status and Condition of Dwelling Units, 
by Regional and Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location 


(Percent distribution) 





Status and condition 
of dwelling units 


Total dwelling units................0.00........ 1 


Vacant dwelling units: 

Available for occupancy ................ 
PO COE rahe Bhscctshpsciressiccscccsdecins . 
For sale 

Rented or sold, awaiting 

occupancy! 
Held off market! 
Dilapidated 





Seasonal dwelling units?.................... 
Occupied dwelling units .. 


Total dwelling units ............................ 
Vacant dwelling units: 
Available for occupancy ................. 
For rent ; 
For sale.. 
Rented or sold, awaiting 
OCCUPANCY! 0... .ccsscssesecesesseeceee 
Held off market! 
Dilapidated 
Seasonal dwelling units? .................. ; 
Occupied awelling units 


Vacant dwelling units: 

Available for occupancy................. 
For rent? 
For sale 

Rented or sold, awaiting 

occupancy 
Held off market! 
Dilapidated 


Seasonal dwelling units? 





Occupied dwelling units 


1950 


Apr. 


INSIDE METROPOLIT. 
Total dwelling units ........................ - 100. 9 | 100.0) 100.0) 100. 0 


“4 


= 
a 


ga 


roy | 1950] | 97 | 57 y 


= 2d 4th 
qtr. i qtr. 


NORTH CENTRAL 
100. 0} 100.0) 100.0) 100.0, 100.0) 100.0 


























Source: Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Housing and Construction Reports, Series H-111. 


1, 2, and 3 to tabie B-8 above. 





Part C—Building Permits 





Valuation (in millions of dollars) 


—— 1958 1957 First 11 months Nov. | First 
7 Tet vor | 

5 7 +21 +10 

+28 +7 

2, 367. 3] nth ele tat 


New dwelling units* 897.6 | 1,107.5 | 1, 103.0 636.6 | 10,0522) 8,692.3) +41 +16 
Number of new dwelling units ..................-.. | (82, 737) |( 100, 684) |( 100, 789) | (58, 837)| (932, 363)) (798,051) (+41) (+17) 





New nonresidential building i 602. 3 559.8 462.9 6,669.3} 6,415.0 - 2 +4 
Commercial buildings ‘ 219.2 171.5 147. 6 2, 284.4) 2,073.2 +4 +10 
Stores and other mercantile buildings .. E 84.0 79.2 $5.8 927.7 831.7 +24 +12 

All other commercial buildings 5 135. 2 92.3 91.8 1,356.7} 1, 241.5 -7 +9 
Community buildings ‘ 223.6 246. 1 194.2 2,493.4] 2,321.8 - 5 +? 
Industrial buildings 53.6 71.3 56. 5 63.0 804.3} 1,028.5 -15 -22 
All other nonresidential buildings 60. 3 88. 2 85.6 58. 1 1, 087. 2 991.6 +4 +10 


Additions and alterations 127.3 175.7 170. 3 122.5 1,794.2} 1,797.9 +4 (3) 
Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 2 Housekeeping only. 





3 Change of less than one-half of | percent. 


Building Permit Activity 


Millions of Dollars . Millions of Dollors 
CLASS OF GONSTRUCTION TYPE OF BUILDING 


ALL BUILDING 
‘CONSTRUCTION 


NEW OWELLING 
UNITS 


Om ae 


7 


\ a , 
4 
fa : 
J wew \ INDUSTRIAL 
SOOl-/ wonRESIDENTIAL BUILDING 


BUILOING 


1957 1957 1958 
*See footnote 3 to table C-9 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-E 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region! 





Valuation (in millions of dollars) Percent 


Type of building 1957 1958 | First 10 months — 
construction months 


UNITED STATES 


All building constriction ?....................... _ , . . 15, 832.7 +9 
New dwelling units? ; bi k 5 8,055.7 +14 
New nonresidential building . : , 5,952. 1 +4 
Commercial buildings L, 925.6 +11 
Amusement buildings 110.0 \ +54 
Commercial garages 52.5 +1 
Gasoline and service stations 139.0 s -22 
Office buildings 848. 3 3 +11 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. 775.9 hi +11 
Community buildings 2, 127.6 ‘ +8 
Educational buildings +il 
Institutional buildings +10 
Religious buildings. (4) 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


CROD RR COmMODWRARN 


—-OWNOADDAWY = 


All building construction? 
New dwelling units 3 
New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings .... 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residentia 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


393. 
623. 
366. 
505. 
25. 
13. 
25. 


Bye 
rPrnet 
AWBOer SB DWNINNOMWwWY 

wD 

RSS 

Peay 
ON REN AVYON CORK UD Oe DYNO 


RSS 


_ 
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PROKOANADWDOCNHNOAN ABR = 


_ ee 
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wn 
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New nonresidential building 
Commercial buildings 
Amusement buildings .... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. .... 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table C-2: Building Permit Activity: Valuation, by Type of Building Construction and Region !-- Continued 





Valuation (in millions of dollars) 





Type of building 
construction 1958 


A Sept. | Oct. 
South 


10 months 








All building construction 7 
New dwelling umits 3..................s0scessee- 
New nonresidential building... 
Commercial buildings .... 
Amusement buildings ... 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations........ 
Office buildings... ss 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs. s 
Community buildings 
Educational buildings 
Institutional buildings. ...................... 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential 
Industrial buildings. 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential buildings 
Additions and alterations 


co 
wr S's 
&% © 


-— De HROSkKNDUKAOCMANAUO AH 
CHNAKVOVNOKVSHKOCRNVG 


PK AYN RYUAYUAUWWORDY 
SYN OCMNVYVRK OCMWwOe nA 


NOWFK OR BRYUWYUSAINN ND 
NWOK OWWDAWDAUUYUNA 


5 


+18 
+20 
+15 
+39 
+47 
-37 
-'$ 
+82 
+11 
+12 
+13 
+16 
+5 
- 6 
-34 
+42 
+21 
+ 6 


Source: Department of Labor. ak of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. In- 
cludes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. Housekeeping only. Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


All building construction 2 
New dwelling units > 
New nonresidential building .................... 
Commercial buildings. .................000000 
Amusement buildings 
Commercial garages 
Gasoline and service stations 
Office buildings.... — 
Stores and other mercantile le bldgs. “ 
Community buildings ... es cence 
Educational buildings... 
Institutional buildings 
Religious buildings 
Garages, private residential ...... 
Industrial buildings. .................... 
Public utilities buildings 
All other nonresidential — 
Additions and alterations ........ sini 
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Table C-3: Building Permit Activity: Number of Nonresidential Buildings, by Type of Building 


Type of building 


Amusement buildings ........ 

Commercial garages 

Educational buildings........................00+- 
Garages, private residential .. 

Gasoline and service stations.. 

Industrial buildings............ 

Institutional buildings 

Office buildings 

Religious buildings..... ntl 
Stores and other mercantile buildings ee 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-4: Building Permit Activity: Velvation and Number of New Dwelling Units, by Type of Structure, 
Public-Private Ownership, and Region! 


(Housekeeping units only) 
[—Vaieation (x ilies of doers) | ike dog 
Onnerhip and [i557 [1988 | Frat now | O57 [58 | Firs 1Wavatha 
— SN a 


N eA 
80,015 | 100,789) 100,684 | 739,214 | 849, 626 
75, 230| 93,548] 98,615 | 716,092 | 810,652 
60, 635| 75,268} 79,021 | 585,588 | 637, 383 
4,687} 5,600} 5,754 | 42,211 | 50,054 
9,908} 12,680} 13,840 | 88,293 | 123, 215 
7,241 2,069 | 23,122 | 38,974 
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NoOowvwooc=) 


All new dwelling units .. 
Privately owned 
DEM cibivwinne 


5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned .......... 


20,820; 17,172 | 141,604 
16,888} 16,085 | 135,544 
12,290} 12,888 
1, 144 989 
3,454| 2, 208 
3,932} 1,087 


All new dwelling units.. 
Privately owned 
BOI crceviessnssisnsts 
2-4 family 
5-or-more family .... 
Publicly owned 


Sky ss B 
BR ANON 3 


All new dwelling units .. . i \ k k 25,791) 26,477 
Privately owned ; i # ki . 8 | 24, 453| 26,055 
1-family b ‘ 5 : al 21,448} 22, 392 

: 1, 277 

5-or-more family ..... . . ; ‘ ki 1,72 

Publicly owned ; . > k 4] 1, 338 


All new dwelling units .. k , i ; he J 28, 551 259, 167 
Privately owned.......... . , 5 , 0] 27,910 6 | 247,566 
1-family \ ‘ ; \ , 159. 23, 484 208, 317 

2-4 family b . " \ 2] 1, 149 11,912 
5-or-more family ...... \ L s . 6 3, 277 27, 337 
Publicly owned . a ; i le 641 11, 601 


All new dwelling units.. k * ‘ ; 25,627| 27,5 240, 915 
Privately owned s b ‘ 24, 297 232, 563 
1, 885. 5 18, 046 5 158, 841 

‘ bi . ks 128.7 | 2, 030 B 19, 141 

5-or-more family ‘ & ki A 333.6 4, 621 4, 221 54, 586 
Publicly owned A i 108.4] 1, 388 1, 330 8, 347 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Composition of regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A-2. 
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Table C-5: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Millions of dollars) 


7 | alee. eae 

Ss change, 
tate - : ge 
j seme [ay | sone [pay | te | Se ae 58 1957-58 


ALL STATES 14, 173.3 
11,012. 3 
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Washington 
West Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 
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Source: Department of Labor. i Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table C-6: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, by Metropolitan-Nonmetropolitan Location and by State 


(Housekeeping units only) 


1957 1958 a 
ee change, 
ate lst. 9 mos. 


ALL STATES ........... sie siciiaaceia 7 748, 942 +14 
Metropolitan areas 7 7 578, 223 +14 
Nonmetropolitan areas _ 18,044 | = 20, : od | 22,639 | 153, 584 170,719 _+il 


Alabama +54 


Arizona +28 
+20 


+12 
Colorado 10, 117 5 +34 


12,839 -18 
1, 782 +37 
1,811 +107 

47, 284 +2 

11, 643 +19 


1,075 +45 

Illinois ion 37, 467 - 6 
Indiana = 12, 116 -2 
an 4, 507 +34 

Kansas 4,901 +16 


Kentucky 6, 327 +10 
Louisiana 8, 440 +38 

935 - 6 
Maryland 18, 119 +5 
Massachusetts 12, 789 


Michigan 32, 361 
Minnesota 11, 006 
Mississippi 1,916 

8, 206 
Montana 1,019 


Nebraska 2, 953 

2, 133 
New Hampshire .... 1,048 
New Jersey 27, 251 
New Mexico 4,022 


45,678 
7,214 
1, 136 

34, 217 
4, 354 


oe 3, 465 
Pennsylvania 22,935 
Rhode Island 1, 964 
South Carolina se 2, 581 
South Dakota 815 


Tennessee 7, 541 
38, 618 

4, 483 

Vermont 252 
Virginia 16, 494 


Washington Ll, 143 
West Virginia 2,073 
Wisconsin wool * 14, 515 

706 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-7: Building Permit Activity: Total Valuation, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


Metropolitan area 


(Millions of dollars) 


First 9 months 











I i Ii onccceivimieinestthenesvvtn 
I i Sscisabisencvestbcanentcde 
Birmingham, Ala. 

BG IIE: -vechceessncumnovessnvvenensunmbenives 
IE Mio besettechstcnitentadeocnbevonveieededs 
DIY ss isassnesccistintisirdiackssennevers 
Cleveland, Ohio. 

I as ec canvass wnideriecnenons 
Denver, Colo 

Detroit, Mich. ............... 
Indianapolis, Ind. ...............ccccceseeeseee 
Los Angeles, Calif. .............00...ccssseooee 


Milwaukee, Wis 

New York-Northeastern New Jersey .. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. 
PS UNA sccvpeatnssiensenssecasccicasore 
PN sc ibsincactocsitcgenstnapnianonnvece 
IN TE Wires scuctssnerpaskcendaccesessesanns 
Sale Lake City, Utah 

PU ON, Sac cisnFasess cxrcctoncnoscmceecs 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif. .......... 


I oes scvbanbiessnuienensiebbcvocds 
INS TID Bs nc oxic sosenonaresneccovsensosvee 


Source: Department of Labor. 
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Table C-8: Building Permit Activity: Number of New Dwelling Units, in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


Metropolitan area 


Atlanta, Ga 

Baltimore, Md 

IAS BI. ca iceicsosnescscnscsesscccees 
Boston, Mass....................- 

aaa casas 
Nc aciicinnchismnrcenetcnnecpiencalesssiin 
Cleveland, Ohio ..... 

Columbus, Ohio 

I ic. ccmieninceiiinapuietiatoets 
RII isndiaciocsiccabinnelapiheieeencadiansens 
SION BING 00 cercessscsssccnesasesssesese 
ek a 
| mean 

NT III 60 ce casarbanisisctshentiicenssons 
New York-Northeastern New Jersey.. 
Norfolk-Portsmouth, Va. ...............+.++ 
PII, Bs cncorsiccsensisnrirmessmesees 
Phoenix, Ariz 

Repetneted, Bs. Viscscescccccscssesen 

Sale Lake City, Utah 

I ii cctcorrannprnorinsicnss 
San Francisco-Oakland, Calif........... 
I a ine inncsinccstnintinipteninsinciin 
Washington, D. C 


Source: Department of Labor. 


(Housekeeping only) 


: Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 


First 9 months 


10, 556 


Percent 
change, 
lst 9 mos. 


Percent 
change, 

lst 9 mos. 
1957-58 
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Table C-9: Building Permit Activity: Valuation in Selected Metropolitan Areas 
by Type of Building Construction 


First 9 months, 1958 (Thousands of dollars) 


Type of building i Boston, uffalo, Chicago Guam Columbus, 
construction — Mass. = ¥. ll. Ohio 


All building constriction! 147,735 | 161,559 , | 107,575 941, 066 
New dwelling units? et RS 87, 117 : 56, 656 442, 317 
New nonresidential building 63,451 59, 064 kf 41, 302 414, 187 
Commercial buildings 29, 390 18, 803 ‘ 8, 569 75, 674 
Amusement buildings ; E 5, 238 
Commercial garages 50 515 
Gasoline and service stations 632 5, 089 
Office buildings 3 19, 204 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. E 45,628 
Community buildings 3 131, 352 
Educational buildings i 70, 603 
Institutional buildings .... 4 39, 603 
Religious buildings 21, 146 
Garages, private residential 15, 678 
Industrial buildings i 3166, 350 
Public utilities buildings 11, 386 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 13, 748 
Additions and alterations 80, 700 


All building construction! 
New dwelling units? 0... on 794 
New nonresidential building ... » 398, 883 
Commercial buildings 153, 546 
Amusement ee 7, 356 
Commercial PY 7, 966 


Gasoline and service stations. 5, 180 
Office buildings 92, 189 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs.. 40,855 
Community buildings : 121, 391 
Educational buildings.......... . 73, 666 
Institutional buildings 4 29, 508 
Religious buildings................ss0s0+ 18, 217 
Garages, private residential 8,779 
Industrial buildings 50, 744 
Public utilities buildings.................... 33, 604 
All other nonresidential buildings .... 30, 819 
Additions and alterations...............000 100, 326 


Philadel-| Phoenix, | Rochester, | S#lt Lake | can Diego, pa eaneiete v oi 
phia, Pa. Ariz. N. Y. “~ Calif — ¥ 3 


All building construction! 341, 491 241,616 172, 437 | 448,067 
New dwelling units 2 175,061 165, 220 i 89, 447 186, 620 
New nonresidential building 122, 116 57, 926 ’ 65,010 | 223, 273 
Commercial buildings 38, 307 24, 221 J 32,004 | 102,775 
Amusement buildings 3,172 614 \ 1,714 1, 636 
Commercial garages 1,565 61 : 1, 548 
Gasoline and service stations 2, 194 504 : 1, 249 1, 185 
Office buildings 9, 081 16, 523 ’ 79, 225 
Stores and other mercantile bldgs..| 22, 295 6, 518 ; 19, 182 
Community buildings 50, 596 17, 107 , 71,971 
Educational buildings 26, 704 12, 462 is 60, 248 
Institutional buildings we| 13, 463 1, 737 : 6, 705 
Religious buildings...............000..| 10,429 2, 908 
Garages, private residential ..............| 2, 708 2, 849 
Industrial buildings 11, 577 4, 723 
Public utilities buildings 1, 221 835 
All other nonresidential buildings ....|_ 17, 708 8, 191 E 11, 120 
Additions and alterations................:.00+ 41, 575 : 14, 271 , 34, 813 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Includes new nonhousekeeping residential building, not shown separately. 2 Housekeeping only. 
Includes a retroactive building permit issued during June 1958 for a steel plant, valued at $120 million, vhich was actually begun early in 1957. 





Part D—Contracts 


Table D-1: Contract Awards: Public Construction, by Ownership and Type of Construction! 


Value (in millions of dollars) Percent 

Ownership and change, 
pentane Fire 10 mooths | fire 10 
oo eed od od ooo re 


TOTAL PUBLIC CONSTRUCTION 4 


FEDERALLY OWNED - 

Residential buildings 

Nonresidential buildings. 
Educational. 
Hospital and institutional.............. 
Administrative and service. 


Bs. 


Electric power 
All other federally owned 


Ve 
PARORY Rew yo rd 
NMSWWRK NK DOO ACK WO © 
wWoOOYVMDOUNLOeE YS 


STATE AND LOCALLY OWNED 
Residential buildings 
Nonresidential buildings 
Educational 
Hospital and institutional 
Administrative and service 
Other nonresidential buildings 
Highways 
Sewer and water systems................... 


Public service enterprises 
Electric power 


RWW ANK RNAW OOS CONONNAWOT BN OK Awe 


CPR OWeKALHDANK CO w 
CONNUC SH ARAC HK Won 


So ® 
Ou 
NNVNROKCOOKRGRHK UNS WOORWRADIOCONNN 


Conservation and development 
All other State and locally owned..... 


Source: Departments_of Commerce and Labor. 1 Includes major force-account projects started, principally by TVA and State highway de- 
partments. 2 Includes construction contracts awarded under Lease-Purchase programs which terminated with P. L. 85-844, approved 
August 28, 1958. 3 Less than $50,000. 4 Beginning with January 1958, includes missile launching facilities which were previously included 
under All other federally owned. 


Table D-2: Contract Awards: Highway Construction, by Ownership, Source of Funds, and Type of Facility! 


Value (in millions of dollars) 
eee ee) oe 
and type of facility 
fox [or [ome [oar [em [om or [om 


YVR RSD OW DK CUD ON CO WCOKDWUDOU eR wR UN 


wPYWOOWLYCOUN KWAN & 


ALL HIGHWAY CONSTRUCTION 
FEDERALLY OWNED 
Federally aided projects: 


Independent State projects: 
Total value 
Toll facilities 


Source: Departments of Commerce and Labor. 1 Includes force-account work started on Federal and State projects. 2 sy munici- 


palities and counties. 
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== 


: Contracts Awarded for Public Construction 
By Ownership 


Millions of De!lars 





FEDERAL 
, 


wen 00h, 
ae 








Percent change, 
12 months ending 
te in Nov., 
Nov. 1958 Nov. 1957 1957-58 


34, 821 + 8 


Building construction 
Residential 12, 980 
Nonresidential 11, 350 


Wenge OTE IG sesso eesiess osscesccoce sere sorscesesosees eorsnestonsoreneseacenesweseuasavonees 7,917 
Public works 
Utilities 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the F. W. Dodge Corporation. 


Table D-4: Valve of Construction Contract Awards Reported by the Engineering News-Record 


Value (in millions of dollars) 
enema etiam Percent change, 
12 months ending 
in Dec., 
Dec. 1957 1957-58 


Ownership and 
type of construction 


Privately owned 
Publicly owned 


Private industrial buildings 
Buildings, except private industrial 

Highways amd beid gee .n...ssciseiccccssessesnscsassvossensietesvosecnessossvasesontce 
Sewer systems 

Water systems 
Unclassified and all other 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data published by the Engineering News-Record. Data include only those 


projects with contract values above the following minimum sizes: Water supply, earthwork, and waterways--$44,000; other public 
works--$73,000; industrial buildings--$93,000; other buildings--$344,000. 1 Four weeks. 





Part E-Costs 


Table E-1: Construction Cost Indexes 


Indexes (1947-49=100) Percent 
. a change, 
Compiler and coverage mn 1958 aa Nov. 


1957-58 








American Appraisal Company 

Associated General Contractors 

E. H. Boeckh and Associates (20 city average): 
Residences 
Apartments, hotels, and office buildings... 
Commercial and factory buildings 

Engineering News-Record: 
I iotehaictcstiiicsiiiciitnndeienslbinesseniinacennies 


Department of Commerce composite! 





Source: Department of Commerce. 1A composite of cost indexes representative of the major types of construction, weighted by the 
current relative importance of each type. 


Table €-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) | cnr 
: —-—-—| change, 
Commodity 1958 1955 | 1956 | 1957 | Dee, 


July Aug. | Sept. Nov. Dec. | Dec. | Dec. Dec. | 1957-58 


ALL CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS! 129.6 | 130.6) 132.0) 132.1] 132.0] 131.9] 128.3] 130.5] 130.1 


Lumber and wood products: 
Soft woods: 
Douglas fir 112.2; 119. 
Southern pine. . dit eeaaiteiiblons 111.9] 112. 
Other eofrweeds... ai a acat aame 128.3; 128. 
Hardwoods used in construction 114.4 | 115. 
DN ckicsitecicissilinnniiintinniinntniiiiaans Sa ‘eae 
I Siccareesteanitniaiion wesdeess Milaiesasesieiisen 98.3 | 100. 
I i Srccanicincicesseileniaeinnicninssmineananbiin 94.0 97. 
IN cicicnictiencaccuvernbinceusioncniieseccina | Ee ee 


RDO DYN DDRKH DH 


Building paper and board 143.4; 143. 
Insulation board . ie tadcack diacinpai 145.3] 145. 
Hardboard (jan. 1958=100) .. iinet 98.6 98. 


Prepared paiat _.....................- 


Metals and metal preducts: 

Finished mill and fouadry products: 
Structural steel shapes —....0.0.0.0........ 
ny BET oases sens cesessncie 
Galvanized hone, enkes . on 
Black steel pipe, carbon 
Wire nails, 8d common saci 
Copper water tubing .............0ssssessee 
Building wire. “ pranein cosas 
Nonmetallic sheathed ‘cable . 

Builders’ hardware: 

ID siennrinincivtnsmninaniinintaaics 

Door lock sets 

Butts .. a 

Fabricated ‘metal products : 

Plumbing equipment! ._ itn 
Enameled iron Gixtures ...... sleealiadai 
Vitreous china fixtures .W.................. 
Brass fittings 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-2: Indexes of Wholesale Prices of Construction Materials, by Selected Groups and Commodities—Continued 


(1947-49=100, unless otherwise specified) 


1955 1956 1957 
Dec. Dec. Dec. 


Commodity 








Metals and metal products--Con. 
Fabricated metal products~-Con. 

Heating equipment! 121.2} 121.2] 121.5 
Steam and hot water equipment *149.9| *149. 151.3 
Warm air furnaces 123. 123.4 
Fuel burning equipment, 

automatic 116.0} 115. 116.0 

Water heaters, domestic 102.3 102. 102. 3 

Metal doors, sash, and trim 142.1] 142. 140. 1 
Tanks and sheet metal products: 

Steel roofing (Jan. 1958=100) 100.6 | 103.9} 103.9 

Corrugated aluminum roofing 
(Jan, 1958=100) 94. 94.6 96. 3 


121.4 
153.8 
123.4 


116.0 
100. 3 
140. 1 


104. 7 


Machinery and motive products: 
Elevators and escalators 
Fans and blowers, except portable 


Nonmetallic minerals products: 
Flat glass: 


Plate glass 
Window glass 


Concrete ingredients 


Sand, gravel, and crushed stone 


Portland cement 


Concrete produc 


Building block 


ts... 
a 


wre ANN OO 


Dan Kn ORK vw OO 


144.3 
144.8 
139.1 
129.0 
150.7 
*128. 1 
*117.2 
154.0 


144, 
144. 
139. 
129. 
150. 
*128. 
*117. 
154. 


ON KF ACK Dw 


145. 
139. 
129. 
150. 
128. 
117. 
155. 


WN RAN NHN Ww 


Concrete pipe 
Ready-mixed concrete 
(Jan. 1958=100) 
Structural clay products 
used iM COMSEMUCTION:S ............eceeceeeseeee 
Building brick 
Clay tile 
Clay sewer pipe 
Gypsum products 


100. 


n 


100. 100.4}| 100. 


~ 


100. 


@ 
n 


(3) 


136. 136.1} 136. 
135. 135.7} 136. 
128. 128.5} 128. 
158.9} 159.4] 159. 
133.1} 133.1] 133. 
128.6} 128.6} 128. 
130.4} 130.4} 130. 
144.6} 144.6] 144. 
118.9} 118.9} 118. 


137. 130. 
137. 129. 
129. i 126. 
159. 144. 
133. 122. 
128. 118. 
130. 121. 
144.6} 127. 
118.9} 101. 


135. 
1B. 


128. 
130. 
144, 
103. 


wWARAe mB UW ®© 
WAR AK & UW ® 
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SO ke NK YUWWnDnN 
Lr re errererer 
UA RUN & Ne 


Prepared asphalt roofing 

Other nonmetallic minerals 
USEd IM COMSEFUCTION! .as..0........ccceecsceeeees 134. 
Insulation materials ‘b 104. 
Asbestos cement shingles ; 160. 


134.1{| 134.1} 134. 134.4} 122. 
104.0} 104.0} 104. 104.0} 105. 
160.8} 160.8} 160. 160.8} 139. 


~~ 
~ 
ne 
a 
Nn 
~ 


eo 
Ww @ 


Miscellaneous products: 

Kitchen cabinets, metal, base only ; 151. 151.2] 151.6] 151.6} 151.6} 136.5 
Linoleum, inlaid hb 128. 128.6} 128.6] 128.6] 128.6] 120.4 
Asphalt floor tile oe be 99. 99.6 98. 4 98. 4 98.4] 106.3 
Rubber floor tile ees ki 114. 114.9} 114.9} 114.9] 114.9} 109.6 





* Revised. 1 Includes items not shown separately. 2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
4 Data revised from January 1958. Indexes for months not included in table are as follows: 
ens Dp & &. 2 
Concrete products................. 127.6 127.8 127.9 127.9 128.2 128.3 
Building block 119.2 119.2 118.3 117.8 117.0 117.5 


Source: Department of Labor. 
3 Not available. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials 


Commodity 





LUMBER 
Douglas fir: 
Dimension, construction, 25% standard, 2"x4", RL., green, S4S, 
mixed dimension c/1, f.o.b. mill ; $63. 921 $66. 011 $60. 109 
Boards, construction, 25% standard, RL., green, S4S, 1"x8", loose, 
mixed c/l of boards and dimension, f.o.b. mill . 59. 584 59. 741 50. 156 
Timbers, construction, 8"x8" to 12"x12", RL., green, rough or S4S, c/l or 
mixed cars, f.o.b. mill . 69. 006 69. 405 69. 279 
Southern pine: 
Dimension, No. 2 common and better, 2"x4"x16', S4S, dried, SL., 
87. 523 87. 173 85. 150 
Boards, No. 2 common and better, 1"x6"xKL, S4S, dried, SL., c/l or mixed 
cars, f.0.b. mill | ' 78.574 | 77.482) 76.921 
Ponderosa pine boards, No. 3 common, 1x8", RL., S2 or 4S, c/1 | 
or mixed cars, f.o.b. mill ; 71.070 70. 770 66.900 
Oak, red, flooring, select, plain, 25/32" thick, 2-1/4" face, bundled, carlots, 
174. 968 176.850 160. 302 
Maple flooring, 2d grade, 25/32"x2-1/4" face, standard length, bundled, 
carlots, f.o.b. mill bs 212. 635 213. 601 215. 605 
MILLWORK 
Door, flush type, interior, hardwood face veneer, premium grade, as per 
CS-200-55, 2'6"x6'8"x1-3/8", f.0.b. factory, carlot freight allowed 7.822 7.822 | 7.975 
Window unit, wood, double hung, Ponderosa pine, 2'4"x4'6", with frame 
sash, glazing, weather stripping and sash balance as per CS-190-53, 
mixed c/l, f.0.b. factory 12. 987 12.987 | 12804 





PLYWOOD | 
Douglas fir, interior, grade A-D, 1/4"x48"x96", 3 ply; f.o.b. mill , 72.251 76.053 68. 448 
Douglas fir, interior, grade C-D, 5/16"x48"x96", f.0.b. mill " 58.941 61. 483 52. 287 
Plywood, birch, standard panel, grade 1-3 or 1-4, type II glue, 

3 ply 1/4" thick, 48"x96", carlots, f.o.b. factory ; 213. 737 213. 737 212. 757 


BOARD 
Insulation, fiber, 1/2"x4' x varying lengths, interior, f.o.b. mill, 
eR os. cciiassrreso as hvcsenespnconanbtvuotaieanid bvernsdsamrves sexeéssovenontan jospisedon penvasnatint M sq. ft. 





PREPARED PAINT 
Emulsion, water-thinned, inside, first grade, delivered Gallon 
Varnish, floor, first grade, delivered ; Gallon 
Enamel, white, gloss, first grade, delivered.... Gallon 
Inside, flat, white, first grade, delivered Gallon 
ames ry TP NU, II Sons ssc csc sscsccenesensnsqoevenestonn ss esebrnneosn ene ; Gallon 


METAL PRODUCTS 

Structural shapes, carbon steel, 6"x4"x 1/2" angles, 30' long, ASTM spec. 
A-7, base quantity, f.o.b. mill ‘ | 6. 167 6. 167 
Bars, reinforcing, carbon steel, No. 6 x 30' long with 10% shorts, 
ASTM spec. A-15, 57T, base quantity, f.o.b. mill ea 6.385 | 6.385 

Sheets, galvanized, carbon steel, 24 gage x 30" wide x 96" long, 
commercial coating, base chemistry, base packaging, base quantity, 
f.o.b 100 lb. 8.695 8. 615 
Pipe, standard, black, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 
1-1/4" nominal, random lengths, c/l, wt. 228 lbs. per 100', f.o.b. mill 100 ft. 19.903 19.903 
Pipe, standard, galvanized, carbon steel, buttweld, threaded and coupled, 
1-1/4" nominal, random lengths, c/l, wt. 228 lbs. per 100', f.0.b. mill .......... 100 ft. 23. 583 23. 253 
Nails, wire, carbon steel, 8d common, c/1, f.o.b. mill 100 Ib. 9.828 9, 828 
Soil pipe, cast iron, 4", single hub, extra heavy, c/l, f.o.b. foundry 5' length 3. 617 3. 617 
Copper water tubing, type L, 3/4" size, .045" wall thickness, 
shipped in 60' coils, 10,000' lots or more, f.o.b. mill, freight allowance ...... Foot . 266 258 
Building wire, type RH-RW, size 12, solid, single braid, f.o.b. destination, 
or freight prepaid or allowed on specified amounts M ft. 
* Insect screening, aluminum, 18x14 mesh, 30" wide, 
carload lots, f.o.b. factory 100 sq. ft. 

roll 











See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table E-3: Wholesale Prices of Selected Construction Materials--Continued 


PLUMBING EQUIPMENT 
Bathtub, 5', enameled iron, recessed, f.o.b. factory, freight allowed f bs $55. 216 
Lavatory, 20"x18" and 19'x17", enameled iron, f.o.b. plant, freight allowed ........ 3 13. 497 
Water closet, vitreous china, closed coupled, reverse trap, 

f.o.b. plant, freight allowed \ i 24. 686 
Sink, 32"x21", enameled steel, acid resisting, 2-compartment, 
f.o.b. plant, freight allowed i 2 13. 194 


HEATING EQUIPMENT 
Convectors, nonferrous, free standing, average steam rating 40.8 to 43.0, 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 
Furnace, warm air: 
Steel, forced air, oil fired, with burner, bonnet output 95,000-105,000 BTU, 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 245. 632 245. 632 
Steel, forced air, gas fired, jacketed, input rating 100, 000-110, 000 BTU, 
f.o.b. factory, freight allowance 161. 624 161. 624 
Furnace, floor, gas fired, manual controls, input rating 40,000-50,000 BTU, 
f.0.b. factory 58. 283 58. 283 
Oil burner, mechanical forced draft, 14-3 gal. per hr., f.o.b. factory .............0...++ 113.976 115.075 
Water heater, gas fired, automatic, l-year guarantee, 30-gal. steel storage 
tank, f.o.b. factory, freight allowance (1) (1) 


NONMETALLIC MINERALS PRODUCTS 
Sand, construction, f.o.b. plant 
Gravel, for concrete, 1-1/2" maximum, f.0.b. plant ...............:cecee ee 
Crushed stone, for concrete, 1-1/2" maximum, f.o.b. plant . ; 
Building blocks, concrete, lightweight aggregate, 8"x8"x16", f.o.b. ion Peecenaneshint lene 
Building brick, clay, f.o.b. plant... ee 
Partition tile, clay, scored, 4'x12"x12", cell, ‘16 Ibs., “fo. be lane annem 
Lath, gypsum, 3/8"x16"x48", f.o.b. plant, freight equalized ... nianceteesaan i. 
Wallboard, gypsum, 3/8"x48", varying lengths, f.o.b. plant, 
freight equalized M sq. ft. 
Shingles, asphalt, strip, thick square butt, 210 lbs., f.o.b. factory, 
freight allowed Square 
Siding shingles, asbestos cement, f.o.b. plant, freight equalized 








Source: Department of Labor. * Beginning with April 1958, prices not comparable with those for previous periods because of a change in 
specification. 1 Not available. 2 Data revised from January 1958. Prices for months aot included in table are as follows: January, 
$0.191; February, $0.191; March, $0,191; April, $0.190; May, $0.190; June $0.191; July, $0.191; August, $0.191; and September, $0.192. 


(NOTE: Tables E-4 and E-5, Union Wage Scales in the Building 
Trades, are shown quarterly in the March, June, September, December issues.) 
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oo Construction Materials 


index (1947—49=100) Composite Output Index Index (1947— 492100) 


Seasonally adjusted 


Unadjusted 





SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.D. 59-10-T 





Table.F-1: Construction Materials: Indexes of Output (Unadjusted and Seasonally Adjusted) 


(Monthly average 1947-49=100) 
Monthly Indexes 


renin Unadjusted Seasonally adjusted 
meena Annual average| 1957 1958 1957 1958 


127.5 
132.9 
117.2 
157.7 
101.8 
Heating and plumbing equipment 137.1 
Iron and steel products 
Clay construction products 


§ 


“Fo 


= 
SS SRS 
woovvnek Ou oe 


Ww & Ww 


Quarterly Indexes (Unadjusted) 
Annual aver 1957 


1956 | 1957 | Sige | Agu | tong | Mgr, | Bae, 


Gypsum products 170. 4 154.4 168. 2 150.9 150.6 156. 3 190. 1 
Plumbing fixmres 128.5 114.1 107.5 115.5 115.3 113.6 111.2 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce from data reported by various Government agencies and by private firms as 
shown in notes to the tables following in Part F. 1 Not available. 
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Chart 10. Lumber and Wood Products 


ion 
index (1947-49=100) Index of Productio Index (1947-49 =100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 








Softwood lumber Hardwood flooring 
Period (Million board feet) (Thousand board feet) 


28,252 27,656 i 812,365 789,437 44,455 
31,479 31,383 i 1,268,104 | 1,258,914 70,045 1,092,890 
30,484 29,758 \ 1,166,446 | 1,117,010 | 114,074 1,102,012 
27,391 27,528 J 953,706 947,023 | 107,028 994,000 
12 months ending: 
August 1958 26,139 a 897,882 | 909,064 ‘ 996,571 
September 1958...... 26,326 26,723 905,869 916,705 1,007,401 
October 1958 26,541 26,897 913,125 918,527 1,015,650 
November 1958 26,671 27,022 - 916,314 917,871 1,019,305 


November 2,036 1,964 4 71,245 70,576 | 102,768 78,064 
December 1,801 1,780 , 63,061 58,776 | 107,028 64,038 
2,038 1,974 73,034 67,363 | 110,372 75,177 
1,884 1,784 . 63,480 59,586 | 114,466 81,814 
2,064 2,052 u 69,441 69,658 | 112,211 84,043 
2,132 2,268 4 74,585 81,335 | 104,963 85,622 
2,267 2,373 3 77,112 83,978 95,282 91,326 
2,281 2,375 iy 78,331 82,311 91,227 
2,299 2,381 « 81,377 81,788 89,737 
2,477 2,582 . 82,080 87,040 84,438 
2,541 2,647 3 86,353 86,322 83,297 
2,721 
2,166 


November, 1957-58 
First 11 mos., 1957-58 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Lembes Manufacturers Association, 
the Douglas Fir Plywood Association, and the Bureau of the Census. *As of end of period. INot available. 
*Monthly figures estimated from quarterly totals prepared. by Douglas Fir Plywood Association. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 





Ghort 11. Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer 


Index of Production for Trade Sales 
index (1947-49100) index (1947-49=100) 


12-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW C.0.59-10-J 











Table F-3: Millwork Products, and Paint, Varnish, and Lacquer: Production 


Production Production for trade sales 
(Thousands of units) (Thousands of gallons) 


Ponderosa Hardwood Exterior ‘ 4 
: Paint, varnish, & lacquer 
pine doors doors frames 


266, 701 
312, 510 
312, 543 
313, 128 
12 months ending: 
August 1958 320,071 
September 1958 1324, 747 
October 1958 ove 328, 422 
November 1958 sa (2) 


November 20, 472 
19, 224 
January 23, 559 
February 21, 319 
23, 148 
27, 700 
31, 000 
34, 100 


Perceat change 


October, 1957-58 +2 - 3 +7 +17 
First 10 mos., 1957-58 -9 -20 -9 +3 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the National Wood Work Manufacturers Association 
(whose data on ponderosa pine and hardwood doors, sash, and exterior frames are only from member firms, and are not adjusted to rep- 
resent full coveragd, and the Bureau of the Census. 1 Estimated. 2 Not available. 
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_— Gypsum Products 


index (1947-49100) soanenbremnapvenies Index 1947-49°100) 
200 
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Table F-4: Portland Cement, and Asphalt and Gypsum Products: Production, Shipments, and Stocks 


Pro- Ship- Shipments Shipments 
_ duction ments (Thousands of squ.res) (Million square feet) 


(Thousands of barrels) Sanu Asphalt | Asphale 

it d insulated | and tar Gypsum 
P o brick saturated lath! 
sidchnre siding felts 


Portland cement 


1947-49 average 200,607} 199, 306 11,922 | 61,252 2,075 
Year: 1955 296, 829} 296,275 17,536 | 62,582 ; i 2, 940 
316,465| 311,571 22,412 | 57,590 . 2,675 
297,801} 291,741 28,550 | 53, 326 ‘ 2,224 

12 months ending: 
August 1958 303, 754| 295,977 57, 744 -- 
September 1958. ......... 304,467; 300, 301 58, 368 2, 139 
October 1958 307,193] 306,017 58, 180 ‘ -- 
November 1958 310,210} 309, 736 58, 328 -- 


25,014 21, 039 3, 707 ae 
22, 386 17,002 2,594 
18,488} 13,742 2,975 
14, 144 11,058 2, 500 496 
17,856; 17,570 3, 546 
24,001; 25,567 5, 159 
29,274| 30,770 6, 347 
30,078; 30,513 6, 235 
29, 833| 32,536 5,681 
31,675| 34,433 7, 489 
31,597 6,079 
32, 847 
OPN iiics sicicccsices 28, 031 


November, 1957-58 
First 11 mos., 1957-58. 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines), and 
the Bureau of the Census. *As of end of period. ‘Data reported on quarterly basis. 
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Table F-5: Portland Cement: Destination of Shipments, by State 


(Thousands of barrels) 
1958 Calendar year 12 months ending-- 


Sept. Oct. Nov. 

ic Baal et ms | wos | wor | | tee | toe 
534 3,949 4,935 | 4,627 4,547 4,670 | 4,770 

344 os 2,337 2,621 2,778 3, 382 3,464 3,525 


299 153 2,519 1,841 1,684 1,985 
3,556 2,863 31,553 35,854 32,910 32,952 
410 296 3,486 3,703 4,027 4,145 


2,085 2,134 
33,348 33,528 
4,143 4,170 


319 258 3,380 4,325 5,188 3,677 
97 80 1,097 1,086 905 857 
162 128 1,395 1,327 1,172 1,409 
1,119 1,033 8,997 9,499 9,985 10,959 
697 612 5,198 5,381 4,675 5,047 


3,389 3,264 
850 856 
1,455 1,479 
11,258 | 11,332 
5,346 5,615 


219 115 923 1,074 959 1,238 

2,583 1,334 14,670 16,719 16,238 19,121 

1,004 589 8,073 9,181 7,045 7,332 

1,111 403 5,883 6,774 5,810 7,191 

Kansas 946 552 7,248 6,963 4,980 5,809 


1,351 1,391 
19,635 19,839 
7,466 7,509 
7,636 7,783 
6,235 6,418 


Kentucky 431 261 3,636 3,509 3,281 3,009 
Louisiana ai 853 653 7,347 8,303 7,585 7,693 
125 86 961 978 964 913 
497 394 4,882 5,764 5,176 4,637 
Massachusetts 543 404 5,239 5,848 4,922 4,825 


3,067 3,105 
7,943 8,044 

911 949 
4,617 4,623 
4,808 4,821 


Michigan , 12,114 1,079 13,991 16,215 14,498 13,878 
innesota — 1812 345 5,838 5,515 5,481 5,877 
Mississippi 291 237 1,972 1,977 2,190 2,666 
1,093 611 7,824 7,646 6,851 7,200 
187 64 951 1,405 1,377 1,454 


114,169 14,251 
1 6 066 6,159 
2,712 2,779 
7,494 7,649 
1,486 1,441 


Nebraska 597 281 3,485 3,352 2,651 3,447 
Nevada saves senecensanees 52 44 737 616 554 535 
New Hampshire .... 72 55 1,147 926 637 581 
New Jersey ...... 890 714 9,337 9,428 7,952 7,756 
New Mexico 2 248 194 1,996 2,086 2,206 2,220 


3,699 3,825 
547 551 
571 579 

7,785 7,832 

2,291 2,326 


2,095 1,475 | 19,399 20,400 | 19,175 19,441 19,328 | 19,361 

North Carolina .... 475 442 4,414 4,384 4,647 4,371 4,373 
North Dakota 183 59 1,150 1,294 1,930 1,657 1,642 
i 2,362 1,379 | 17,320 17,554 17,306 16,017 16,377 
627 478 4,785 4,815 4,917 4,895 5,025 


263 142 2,398 2,565 2,532 2,665 2,679 
Pennsyivania a J 1,795 1,291 16,077 15,445 14,288 14,762 15,027 
Rhode Island........ ia 83 72 822 819 762 827 824 
South Carolina ............... 222 217 2,461 2,359 2,010 2,125 2,150 
South Dakota 200 85 1,221 1,374 1,071 1,286 1,376 


535 367 5,088 4,843 4,153 4,113 4,192 

2,181 1,839 | 20,781 20,953 | 18,892 20,771 21,234 

265 147 1,835 2,010 1,791 1,980 2,059 

Vermont Staudicky 46 35 294 334 302 332 339 
Virginia 586 458 4,801 5,419 5,436 5,051 5,110 





Washington 806 451 5,656 4,677 5,078 6,111 6,392 
West Virginia .... 262 186 2,053 1,937 2,269 2,029 2,047 

i i 892 412 5,977 6,768 6,771 6,757 6,814 
Wyoming 98 51 578 655 688 914 940 











Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce from data reported by Department of Interior (Bureau of Mines). 
Saas 
Revised. 
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chort 13. Iron and Steel Products 


Index of Shipments 
index (1947-49=100) index (1947-49 =100) 


200 


/2-MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 


SOURCE : DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CQ S9-10-L 


Table F-6: fron and Stee! Products: Shipments, Bookings, and Backlog 


(Thousands of tons) 


- Ship- Book- | Back- 
Concrete 


P Fabricated 
reinforc- 
ing bars structural steel 


1947-49 average 
Year: 1955 


Se 
oo 


YW nN 


12 months ending: 
August 1958 
September 1958 
October 1958 
November 1958 


B 32 


ww we Ww 
es 
~ 
eR 
o= 


October, 1957-58 , + § + 36 
First 10 mos., 1957-58 - 16 + 13 


Source: Table compiled by the Department of Commerce (EDSA) from data reported by the American Iron and Steel Institute, the 
National Electric Manufacturers Association, the Americ:.n Institute of Steel Construction, and the Bureau of the Census. | scheduled 


for fabrication in the next 4 months. 2Not available. 3 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 
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Table F-7: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments 


Brick, common Structural Vitrified clay Hollow facing tile | Glazed & pees 

Period and face clay tile a Se ee ay floor & walle tile 

rt (Million brick) (Thousand tons) oan eee inact feet) 
Production Shipmeats| Production kipnent [Prodcton|Shipensa|Proactiospmcad : 


1947-49 average ' > re 800 | 101,088 
Year: 7; . 233,001 | 232,802 
245,996 | 227, 369 
216,552 | 211,635 

12 months ending: 
July 1958 . : 211,925 | 206, 432 
August 1958 / 1211, 377 | 1206, 132 
September 1958 ........... : : 1211,990 | '207, 375 
October 1958 ; ‘ 212,077 | 207,982 


20,854 | 2, 163 
19, 071 17, 996 
18, 402 16, 698 
16, 639 15, 450 
15, 140 14, 122 
15, 689 14, 902 
17, 124 16, 189 
17, 121 16, 604 
17,840 18, 561 
16, 806 18, 418 

118, 239 | 119,011 

s a 119, 261 

20,770 


October, 1957-58 + 6 +13 +2 +4 + -—" +15 +1 -5 + 3 
First 10 mos., 1957-58 > (2) -16 -15 -7 +4 i + 5 -2 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 1 Revised. 
2 Change of less than one-half of 1 percent. 





Table F-8: Clay Construction Products: Production and Shipments, by Census Region | 


Census region 
July 


6: 632, 660 695, 549 7 618, 355 
New England ’ 15, 123 15, 769 13,528 
Middle Atlantic 95, 395 87, 691 107, 058 93, 580 
East North Central 151, 353 146, 632 151,022 128, 161 
West North Central 34,954 31,800 32, 706 35, 963 , 28,913 
South Atlantic 151,075 146, 450 143,092 158, 904 59, 149, 441 
East South Central 77, 240 72,693 71,575 84, 250 a 71, 948 
West South Central 82, 666 76,777 78,916 87, 384 i 78, 453 
Mountain 29,814 26, 7€7 28, 337 29, 705 ' 2, 199 
Pacific 27,741 28, 727 31, 905 25, 494 26, 132 

tile (tons) 

= 57, 257 
Middle Atlantic 2 % . ‘i : 6,018 
East North Central ... i i r 6, 742 
West North Central ; 27,8 ‘ \ : 9, 766 
South Atlantic 
East South Central 
West South Central 
Mountain & Pacific 


18 2,976 . ‘ i 189, 642 3,977 175, 751 
14, 257 ; x 15, 107 if \ 13, 765 
70, 209 “ \ 70, 088 ‘ 63, 872 
14, 436 , 18, 836 , 18, 189 
South Atlantic 26, 061 > 26, 152 22, 815 
E. & W. South Central 26, 878 . . 26, 232 i 26, 736 
i 3, 90 ’ ’ 3,941 
27, 445 49 4 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. 
regions, and nonfarm population distribution by region, are shown below table A 2. Revised. 
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Ghart 14. Beales aad Pinssbiien Equipment. 
Index of Shipments 


index (1947-49100) index (1947-49100) 


12 MONTH MOVING AVERAGE 








wee De BONN OBA w NW 





| 
|_source: DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE. CONSTRUCTION REVIEW CO. 59-10-M 
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Table F-9: Heating and Plumbing Equipment: Shipments and Stocks 


Gas C. I. convectors Warm air Floor and Residential 
water heaters and radiators furnaces wall furnaces oil burners ! 


Period (Thousands of units) | (Thousand square feet)| (Thousands of units) | (Thousands of units) aon 


Shipments | Stsker|Shipmens | Stocker | Shipaents | Sorts” [Shipments 1 Socks Shipments 


1947-49 average 50, 980 541 
Year: 1 oe 30, 363 610 
29, 567 3, : 218 532 
24, 892 \ 3 Is 425 

12 months ending: 
July 1958 , 21, 255 , 361 
August 1958 , 636 21,066 ‘ 351 
September 1958 20, 965 s 348 
October 1958 ) (2) , 348 


2, 852 . 50 

2, 146 , 30 

December ........ 1, 374 i 20 
: January 1, 343 3 26 
February ... 1, 229 ‘ ¢ 3 5 22 
1, 890 ; 17 

Apel ..... 1, 361 4 19 
1, 135 27 

1, 440 - 30 

1, 457 27 

2,095 2 35 

2, 643 : 45 

October (2) 50 


September, 1957-58 -19 -9 - 6 
First 9 mos., 1957-58 - 5 -23 


Source: Table compiled by Department of Commerce (BDSA) from data reported by the Bureau of the Census. ‘* As of end of period. 
Sold separately. 2 Not available. 

(NOTE: Table F-10, Imports and Exports of Selected Construction Materials, is shown quarterly in the March, June, September and December 
issues, and Table F-11, Plumbing Fixtures: Production, Shipments, and Stocks is shown quarterly in the January, April, July and Octoberyissugs. ) 





Part G-Employment 


Table G-1: Contract Construction: Employment by Type of Contractor 


Building contractors Nonbuilding contractors 


si All | Special trades contractors - 
Period tractors | Ptilding| con All Plumbing | Painting | Elec- | (,, All noe- a pa 
com | tractors | Special and and trical building | street | buildi 
tractors crades heating | decorating work 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands) 


124.9 123.2 459.8 416.0 172.1 243.8 
123.4 122.1 469.5 428.0 178.1 250.3 
130.8 ; 524.0 448.0 183.0 265.2 
155.7 . 568.7 493.0 201.3 

156.5 . 570.9 514.0 209. 4 

148.1 , 578.4 513.0 214.9 
143.8 , 600. 503.0 | 217. 4 
232. 4 


a 
w 


RNP 
S533 


coooocoocco 


1 
162. 3 . 673. 1 516.0 
170.9 . 680. 2 593.0 
164. 2 586. 0 


PRN 
NERS 
NaYSO 


N 


167. 
153. 
136. 
128. 
139. 
152. 
171. 
180. 
197. 
200. 
193. 
189. 
181. 
(1) 


589.0 
519.0 
453.0 
400.0 
439.0 
520. 0 
611.0 
647.0 ° 
656. 0 318. 
670.0 326. 
672.0 3B. 
652. 0 317. 
605.0 286. 
| (1) (1) 
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Nov., 1957-58 . . ' ‘ + 2.45 - 2.0 + 8.5 | is 
Source: Department of Labor. * Percent change: Nov.-Dec. 1958, -10.8; Dec. 1957-58, - 


8 ! Not available. 


Table G-2: Contract Construction: Number of Employees and Indexes of Employment (Seasonally Adjusted) 


NUMBER OF EMPLOYEES (in thousands, seasonally adjusted) 
2,065 | 2,105 | 2,136 | 2,184 | 2,199 | 2,212 | 2,220 | 2,229 
2,146 | 2,128 | 2,124 | 2,130 | 2,157 | 2,176 | 2,197 | 2,192 
2,105 | 2,173 | 2,236 | 2,337 | 2,405 | 2,451 | 2,473 | 2,502 
2,569 | 2,593 | 2,596 | 2,613 | 2,633 | 2,641 | 2,630 | 2,653 
2,588 | 2,586 | 2,597 | 2,645 | 2,658 | 2,672 | 2,682 | 2,648 
2,653 | 2,638 | 2,613 | 2,598 | 2,588 | 2,596 | 2,612 | 2,632 
2,600 | 2,614 2,603 | 2,599 2, 591 2, 594 2,586 | 2,584 
2, 703 2,759 | 2,813 2,823 | 2,829 2,813 2,810 | 2,777 
2, 834 2, 891 2,964 | 3,079 2, 984 3,007 2,980 | 2,951 
2,859 | 2,855 | 2,891 | 2,899 | 2,847 | 2,805 | 2,782 | 2,763 
2,573 | 2,624 2,698 | 2,698 2,693 | 2,711 2, 698 2, 698 


INDEXES (1947-49=100) OF EMPLOYMENT (seasonally adjusted)! 


Source: Department of Labor. 1 Indexes for months before January 1953 are based on seasonally adjusted employment data derived by 
the Federal Reserve Board. 
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Table G-3: Controct Construction: Employment, by State 


Number of employees (in thousands) 
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Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Metropolitan Areas 


Table G-4: 
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See footnotes at end of table. 
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Table G-4: Contract Construction: Employment in Selected Metropolitan Areas--Continued 
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Source: Department of Labor. 1 Data from January 1956 not comparable with previous porta because area was redefined (and data 
correspondingly revised) to include aeiaen’” Co. as well as Cobb, DeKalb, and Fulton Cos. 2 Includes a small number of employees in 
mining. 3 Not available. 4 Data from January 1956 not comparable with previous periods because area was redefined (and data 
correspondingly revised) to include Waukesha Co. as well as Milwaukee Co. 
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Table G-5: Contract Construction: Indexes of Aggregate Weekly Man-Hours 


(1947-49=100) 
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85.9 98.9 ° 122.7 | tl 52. 
Source: Department of Labor. 
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Chart 15. 


Hours and Earnings in Contract Construction 


AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS 
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SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. CONSTRUCTION REVIEWC.D. 59-10-0 
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Table G-6: Contract Construction: Hours and Gross Earnings of Construction Workers 


Building construction Nonbuilding construction 
Special trades contractors 
™ General nov - = = Highway | Other 
con- All Plumbing } Painting Other and non- 
tractors | Special and and deco- ebiden street | building 
cractors trades | heating rating 
AVERAGE WEEKLY PARNINGS 
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Percent change, Nov. 1957 to 1958 


Avg. wkly. earnings .. ; +6. 3 +8. 0 +5. 6 +4.3 +6.7 44.7] +6.3 
Avg. wkly. hours : ~~ ee +5.0 +2.0 + .8 +3.0 -Ll}] +3.3 
+3 


Avg. hrly. earnings.... +3. 6 +3. 5 +3.8 +4.3 +5.5 | +29 


Source; Department of Labor. 


(NOTE: Table G-7, Registered Apprentices in the Building Trades, is 
published on a semiannual basis, as data become available.) 





EXPLANATORY NOTES 


Construction Review brings together 
under one cover virtually all of the Gov- 
ernment's current statistics that pertain 
to construction. Published jointly by the 
U. S. Department of Commerce and the 
U. S. Department of Labor, this monthly 
report is designed to serve the wide va- 
riety of groups and individuals among 
businessmen, government officials, leg- 
islators, labor unions, research work- 
ers, and the general public who need a 
convenient reference to the many facets 
by which current trends in construction 
may be gaged. 


The various measures of construction 
are shown in detail wherever possible, 
by type of construction, trade, or mate- 
rial, and in addition, by location. The 
Index to statistical tables is a guide to 
the detail provided by each tabulation. 


Most of the statistical series shown 
are prepared separately or jointly by the 
two agencies responsible for this publi- 
cation. The remainder, specifically ac- 
credited, originate in other governmental 
agencies or are contributed by private 
organizations. : 


Almost all the statistics are present- 
ed on a monthly basis; the rest, quar- 
terly. Except where noted, all data re- 
late to the continental United States. 


DEFINITION OF THE SERIES 

Part A--Construction Put In Place. Con- 
struction, for the purpose of this series, 
is defined to include the engineering, de- 
sign, and production of all fixed works 
and structures. Only new .construction, 
including major additions and alterations, 
is covered; maintenance and repair»work 
is excluded. The estimates cover build- 


ings; other structures such as dams, ley 
ees, and bridges; and nonstructural wor 
such as airfields, highways, canals, 

navigation channels. They include 

installed value of equipment generalk 
considered an integral part of a stru 
ture and commonly included in the con 
tract price, such as plumbing, heating 
and air conditioning equipment and elev 
tors. They exclude separable equipmen 
such as production machinery, powe 
generating equipment, and furnishings. 


Clearing and development of land i 
included. If, however, an existing stru 
ture is demolished in the process, th 
demolition itself is excluded. Exclude 
also are oil, gas, and water well dri 
ing; the digging and shoring of mines; and 
work which is an integral part of farming 
operations such as plowing, terracing 
and the digging of drainage ditches. 


Value of construction includes thé 
cost of architectural and engineering 
fees, land development costs, materiz 
and equipment installed, labor, overhead 
and profit on construction operations, but 
not speculative profits. Also included 
are the value of force—account work (con- 
struction done, not through a contractor, 
but directly by a business or government 
agency using a separate work force to 
perform nonmaintenance construction on 
the agency's own properties), as well as 
the value of work done by owners or their 
families on their own homes, farm build- 
ings, and the like. 


Estimates of the value of construction 
measure the value of work put in place 
on all structures and facilities under con- 
struction during a given period regardless 
of when work on each individual project 
was started. 


1 The private contributors are as follows: American Appraisal Co. (525 E. Michigan St., Milwaukee 2, Wis.), Asso 
ciated General Contractors of America, Inc. (329 E St., N. W., Washington 4, D. C.), E. H. Boeckh and Associates (1406 
M St., N. W., Washington 5, D. C.), and the Engineering News-Record (330 W. 42nd St., New York 36, N. Y.), which provide 


this bulletin with construction cost 


indexes; the F. W. Dodge Corporation (119 W. 40th St., New York, N. Y.), which pro 


vides contract award values for the 37 easgern States; and the following private associations whose materials production, 
shipments, and other statistics on materials are published here: American Institute of Steel Construction (101 Park Ave.; 
New York 17, N. Y.), American Iron and Steel Institute (150 E. 42nd St., New York 17, N. Y.), Douglas Fir Plywood Asso 
ciation (Tacoma Bldg., Tacoma 2, Wash.), National Electric Manufacturers Association (155 E. 44th St., New York 17, 
N. Y.), National Lumber Manufacturers Association (1319 18th St., N. W., Washington 6, D. C.), and National Wood Work 
Manufacturers Association (332 S. Michigan Avenue, Chicago 4, Ill.). 
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Federally owned construction covers 
all projects financed exclusively with 
Federal funds, whether the work is done 
by force-account or by private contrac- 
tors. State and locally owned construc- 
tion, which also covers both force-ac- 
count and private-contract work, includes 
projects financed entirely by State and 
local governments, as well as projects 
financed in part by the Federal Govern- 
ment under’  grants-in-aid* programs. 
Thus, the value figures for State and 
locally owned construction include the 
funds obtained from all three levels of 
government--Federal, State, and local. 
For the most part, the types of projects 
involving both Federal and State or local 
government monies are highways, air- 
fields, schools, hospitals, and sewage- 
disposal and water-supply facilities. 


Part B--Housing. The housing series 
in this report cover only permanent and 
housekeeping dwelling units, which are 
defined as dwelling places containing 
permanent cooking facilities, or the min- 
imum built-in facilities essential to 
housekeeping. 


The series on the number of new per- 
manent nonfarm dwelling units started, 
widely known as housing starts, includes 
prefabricated housing (if permanent), but 
excludes conversions (which are not new 
dwelling units) and hotel, dormitory ac- 


commodations, and military barracks 
‘none of which are housekeeping dwell- 
ings). Excluded also are all temporary 
dwelling units, such as trailers, sheds, 
and shacks, as well as all farm housing. 


The housing starts estimates are 
based on local building permits issued 
‘adjusted for canceled permits and for lag 
between permit issuance and start of con- 
struction) and public contracts awarded, 
plus a field count of units started ina 
sample of nonpermit-issuing places. 


Construction is said to have started 
when excavation work for the basement 
or the foundation of the structure has 
commenced. 


This series was revised beginning 
with data for January 1954. The new 
series presents statistics for the 4 broad 
Census regions (Northeast, North Cen- 
tral, South, and West) and for the met- 
ropolitan, as compared with the nonmet- 


ropolitan segment of the country. Esti- 
mates by metropolitan-nonmetropolitan 
location have been carried back on a 
monthly basis through January 1953, and 
on an annual basis through 1950. 


These geographic data replace the 
urban-rural classification used previ- 
ously. Also, rental-type units in the new 
series are classified as 2-4 family and 
5-or-more family structures, compared 
with the former classification of 2-family 
and 3-or-more family structures. 


Construction cost data shown here 
represent the average of builders' esti- 
mates of the construction cost of all new 
private l-family houses started nation- 
ally. The construction cost averages are 
affected by variations in size and de- 
sign of the houses, in the size and type 
of projects started, and differences in 
construction methods, as well as changes 
in cost of materials and labor. They do 
not represent the construction cost of a 
typical house, and should not be confused 
with selling price or permit valuation. 


The cost data are based primarily on 
builders' estimates of construction cost 
as shown on the building permit, and on 
reports of construction cost by individual 
construction contractors in a represent- 
ative group of localities not issuing per- 
mits. Building-permit information is ad- 
justed for the general understatement of 
costs shown on permit applications. 


The construction cost figures cover 
the cost of labor, materials, and subcon- 
tracted work, and that part of the build- 
ers' overhead and profit chargeable di- 
rectly to the building of the houses. In- 
cluded are the costs of equipment which 
becomes an integral part of the structure 
and is essential to its general use. Ex- 
cluded are the costs of land, site im- 
provement, architectural and engineering 
fees, and sales profits. 


While the series on total nonfarm 
dwelling units started, as well as the se- 


ries on units started under FHA and VA 
rograms, cover new housing only, as 
Ststinguished from converted or existing 
housing, the statistics on nonfarm mort- 
gage recordings of $20,000 or less refer 
to both new and existing structures. Fur- 


thermore, the latter series covers all 
types of building construction, but resi- 
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dential building accounts for the larger 
proportion of these mortgage recordings. 


Part C--Building Permits. The statis- 
tics-on building construction authorizea by 
local building permits, beginning with 
data for January 1954, measure building 
activity in all localities having building- 
permit systems--rural nonfarm as well 
as urban. Such localities (over 7,000) 
include about 80 percent of the total non- 
farm population of the country, according 
to the 1950 Census. 


The building-construction data cover 
federally as well as nonfederally owned 
projects. Figures on the amount of con- 
struction contracts awarded for Federal 
projects and for public housing /Federal, 
State, and local) in permit-issuing places 
are added to the valuation data (estimated 
cost entered by builders on building-per- 
mit applications) for privately owned 
projects; construction undertaken by State 
and local governments is reported by 
local officials. 


No adjustment has been made in the 
building-permit data to reflect the fact 
that permit valuations generally under- 
state the actual cost of construction, nor 
for lapsed permits or the lag between 
permit issuance or contract-award dates 
and start of construction. Therefore, 
they should not be considered as repre- 
senting the volume of building construc- 
tion started. 


Statistics shown in this report for the 
total metropolitan area of the country 
represent the 168 Standard Metropolitan 
Areas used in the 1950 Census. Data for 
individual metropolitan areas (which were 
selected from those for which building- 
permit coverage is complete or virtually 
complete) include an estimate for non- 
permit-issuing places in each area. 


Permit valuation figures do not in- 
clude the costs of (1) demolishing or mov- 
ing buildings, (2) nonbuilding construction 
(e.g., streets and highways, pipelines, 
water and sewer systems, etc.), or (3) 
land, land development, and architectural 
and engineering fees. 


The builders' estimates of cost as re- 
ported on the building permit, basically 
include the value of lator and materials 
involved. However, because of differ- 
ences in requirements, administration, 


and enforcement among the many local 
permit systems covered in this series, 
and variations in how individuals report, 
precise information is lacking regarding 
the extent to which the cost of service 
facilities essential to the general use of 
the building, or builders' overhead and 
profit, are included. 


Dwelling units are defined the same 
for the building-permit series as for the 
series presented in Part II (New Housing) 
of this report. The nonhousekeeping res- 
idential building shown here is com- 
prised of such structures as hotels, dor- 
mitories, tourist cabins, and clubs and 
association buildings with bedrooms. 


Part D--Contracts. The value of con- 
tracts awarded represents the amount of 
the construction contracts let during a 
given period of time for new construc- 
tion, including major additions and al- 
terations. Maintenance and repair work 
is not covered. As in the "construction 
put in place" series, equipment which 
becomes an integral part of structures 
and is essential to their general use is 
included, as well as costs of land devel- 
opment, materials, labor, and contrac- 
tors' overhead and profit on construction 
operations. Similarly, the value of Fed- 
eral force-account work is also included, 
but the cost of land and separable equip- 
ment are excluded. However, unlike the 
construction put in place series, the sta- 
tistics on contracts awarded exclude ar- 
chitectural and engineering fees and non- 
Federal force-account work, but include 
a small amount of demolition work when 
it is part of the overall contract for 
new construction. 


Figures on federally owned projects 
are compiled from notifications of con- 


struction contracts awarded, obtained 
from other Federal agencies. Data on 
non-Federal construction are obtained 
from records compiled by the F. W. 
Dodge Corporation, for the 37 States east 
of the Rocky Mountains. For the remain- 
ing States, they are based on reports 
from local building-permit officials, aug- 
mented by reports on construction con- 
tract awards which appear in a number 
of construction trade periodicals. In- 
quiries about the Dodge contract-award 
series may be addressed directly to that 
company. 
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Part E--Costs. The Department of Com- 
merce composite construction cost index 
is a combination of various cost indexes 
(prepared by private organizations and 
other government agencies), weighted 
monthly by the current relative impor- 
tance of the major classes of construc- 
tion shown in the series on construction 
put in place. It is, therefore, the equiv- 
alent of a variable weighted indicator, re- 
flecting monthly changes not only in the 
component indexes, but also in the rela- 
tive importance of the major classes of 
construction which are used as weights. 


The individual private indexes report- 
ed monthly by the American Appraisal 
Company, Associated General Contrac- 
tors, E. H. Boeckh and Associates, and 
the Engineering News-Record are com- 
puted from quotations for a designated 
bill of materials and a specified amount 
of labor. The indexes differ as to the 
amounts and kinds of materials and labor 
measured, geographic coverage, and the 
extent to which adjustments are made for 
variations in labor efficiency, overhead 
and other factors affecting construction 
costs. 


Cost indexes applicable to particular 
locations and special types of construc- 
tion may be obtained from most of these 
compilers. 


All materials usually incorporated 
into buildings by the general ‘contractor, 
or his subcontractors, are covered in the 
index of wholesale prices of construction 
materials, Specifically excluded are con- 
sumer durable goods such as kitchen 
ranges, refrigerators, and air-condition- 
ing equipment. Goods of constant quality 
are priced from period to period, so that 
the index measures the effect only of 
price, rather than of quality change. 
"Wholesale" refers to sales in large 
lots, at primary market levels. 


The series was revised, beginning 
with the January 1952 index, to include 
the pricing of additional materials, a 
different weighting pattern, and a change 
in the pricing period. The revised index, 
based on 1947-492#100, is the "official" 
wholesale price index of the Federal 
Government for January 1952 and all 
subsequent months; the indexes previ- 
ously published on the base 1926 160 
are the official price indexes for Decem- 


ber 1951 and all earlier dates. The in- 
dex presented here for the year 1951 on 
a 1947-49=100 base is taken from a 
"linked" series, calculated solely for 
analytical purposes, and does not super- 
sede the former index (19262100) as the 
official series for that year. 


Union wage scales are the minimum 
wage rates agreed upon through collective 
bargaining between employers and trade 
unions. Overtime beyond the negotiated 
maximum daily and weekly hours is ex- 
cluded. In addition, the scales do not 
reflect either rates for apprentices or 
premium rates paid for special qualifi- 
cations or other reasons. 


Part F--Materials Output. The Indexes 
af Construction Materials Output provide 
measures of production or shipments for 
ten groups of construction materials, and 
are based on the output of 43 selected 
materials. Monthly indexes are provided 
for eight groups of materials, quarterly 
indexes for the other two groups, and 
annual levels are given for all groups. 

In computing the indexes, the current 
monthly or quarterly unit production or 
shipments data are converted to aggre- 
gate values by multiplying 1947-49 aver- 
age prices at the mills, factories, or 
plants. The base period aggregate values 
{1947-49 monthly average = 100) are de- 
rived by multiplying 1947-49 monthly av- 
erage output by the 1947 average factory, 
mill, or plant price. By: the use of vary- 
ing physical quantities, and constant 
prices, the group indexes represent phys- 
ical quantity measures. The trend lines 
appearing on the charts are derived from 
the group indexes by removing the month- 
to-month fluctuations resulting from sea- 
sonal and erratic factors. The lines are 
12-month moving averages centered on 
the seventh month, with each calendar 
year centered on July. Projections for 
the last 6 months are made by using the 
current data adjusted for the seasonal 
movements appearing during the period 
1952-54, and smoothed by a 3-month 
moving average. 


Part G--Employment. Data on employ- 
ment _ in contract construction cover all 


employees of construction firms who 
worked during, or received pay for, the 
payroll period ending nearest the 15th of 
the month, regardless of the type of 
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work performed. Only firms engaged in 
the construction business on a contract 
basis for others are included, but such 
firms pursue all kinds of construction 
activities--new work, alterations, dem- 
olitions, maintenance, and repairs. Ex- 
cluded are _ self-employed construction 
workers, working proprietors, and force- 
account employees of non-construction 
firms and public agencies engaged in 
construction activities. 


The hours and earnings estimates re- 
late only to nonsupervisory construction 
workers and working foremen. All such 
workers, regardless of skill, are includ- 
ed if they are engaged in any way in con- 
tract construction activities (on either 
privately or publicly owned projects). 


The earnings statistics shown are 
gross earnings before deductions for old- 
age and unemployment insurance, with- 
holding tax, bonds, and union dues. 
Gross earnings include the workers' base 
pay, premium pay for overtime and for 
bonuses, and pay for sick leave, holi- 
days, and vacations taken, but such items 
as employer contributions to welfare 
funds, and to insurance or pension plans, 
are excluded. 


The indexes of weekly man-hours in 
contract construction are a composite 
measure of the trends in construction- 
worker employment and average weekly 
hours. They provide a more meaningful 
measure of contract-construction activity 
than the employment or average weekly 
hours series alone, since the volume of 
work done is dependent upon both the 
number of workers employed and the 
length of their workweek. 


The foregoing employment and earn- 
ings series are based upon reports from 
individual contracting establishments; 
these reports do not contain the detail 
necessary to separate employment ac- 
cording to the kind of construction work 
performed. 


Information shown in this report on 
apprentices in the building trades applies 
only to registered apprentices. A reg- 
istered apprentice is defined as an em- 
ployee who, under an expressed or im- 


plied agreement for a stipulated term, 
receives instruction in a registered ap- 


prenticeship system, and _ concernin 
whom a recognized apprenticeship agenc 
has on record all the information it re. 
quires. 


The apprenticeship data are obtained 
from local apprenticeship committees, 
trade unions, employers' associations, 
and building trades councils, by fiel 
representatives of the Federal Govern 
ment and cooperating State Apprenticeship 
Agencies. Occupational classification 
are based on descriptions in the Diction 
ary of Occupational Titles (Washington, 
U. S. Employment Service, 2d Ed,, 
1949). For the purposes of the tabula 
tion presented here, three classifica 
tions--brick, stone, and tile workers; 
cement masons; and plasterers-—have 
been combined into one group, the trowel 
trades. 


SELECTED REFERENCES 


Descriptions of the techniques of com- 
piling most of the series included in Cor 
struction Review, as well as related ex- 
planatory information and historical sta 
tistics, are contained in a selected grow 
of Government publications shown on tht 
following page. 


Starred (*) items may be obtained 
from the Superintendent of Documents, 
U. S. Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., at the prices shown, 
Other publications listed here are avail- 
able upon request to the agency respon- 
sible for the specific report. 





CONSTRUCTION REVIEW 


SELECTED REFERENCES 





*Business Statistics: A Supplement to the Survey of Current Business. 1957 Biennial Edition. U.S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Office of Business Economics. $2. 


*Construction Volume and Costs, 1915-1956: A Statistical Supplement to Volume III of Construction Review. 
May be obtained from Bureau of Labor Statistics Regional Offices or Department of Commerce Field Offices 
(see inside front cover of Construction Review for addresses), or from the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 55 cents. 


Construction Cost Indexes. BLS Report No. 73, November 1954. Kept current with supplementary sheets. U. S. 
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Washington 25, D. C. 


*Construction During Five Decades, Historical Statistics, 1915-52. BLS Bulletin 1146. U.S. Department of 
Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 45 cents. 


*Employment and Earnings. Monthly. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. Subscription 
price: $3.50 domestic; $4.50 foreign. Single copies vary in price. 


*Employment and Earnings. Annual Supplement Issue, June 1958. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, Washington 25, D.C. $1. 


*Eleventh Annual Report--Housing and Home Finance Agency. Calendar Year 1957. Housing and Home Finance 
Agency. $1.50. 


Housing Statistics. Monthly. Housing and Home Finance Agency, Division of Housing Kesearch, Washington 


B,D. C. 


New Construction Expenditures, 1915-51: Labor Requirements 1939-51. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, Division of Construction Statistics, Washington 25, D. C. 


*Techniques of Preparing Major BLS Statistical Series. BLS Bulletin 1168, U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. 60 cents. 

Chapter II --Estimating National Housing Volume 

Chapter III --Estimating Expenditures for New Construction 

Chapter IV --Labor Kequired for New Construction 

Chapter VI --Measurement of Industrial Employment 

Chapter VII--Hours and Earnings in Nonagricultural Industries 

Chapter X --Wholesale Price Index 

Chapter XII--Studies of Occupational Wages and Supplementary Benefits 


*Union Wages and Hours: Building Trades, July 1, 1957. BLS Bulletin 1227. U.S. Department of Labor, Bu- 
teau of Labor Statistics. 35 cents. 


A Description of the Revised Wholesale Price Index. Serial No. K 2067. Monthly Labor Review, February 1952. 
U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, Washington 25, D. C. 


*Wholesale Prices, 1951 and 1952. BLS Bulletin 1143. U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
30 cents. 


*Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes, 1954-56. BLS Bulletin 1214. U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. $2. 


*Wholesale Prices and Price Indexes, 1957. BLS Bulletin 1235. U. S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics. $1. 








ALASKA BECOMES FORTY-NINTH STATE 


On January 3, 1959, Alaska was officially admitted as the forty-ninth 
State of the United States of America. Previously, a constitution adopted by the 
people of Alaska on April 24, 1956, was accepted, ratified, and confirmed by the 


Congress on July 7, 1958. 








Map showing the relative size of Alaska and the United States 
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This volume includes: 


@ Highlights of mortgage credit changes from 1950 to 1956. 
@ Mortgage status and market value of owner-occupied properties in 1956. 


@ Characteristics of families acquiring homes without use of mortgage credit. 


@ Detailed statistics on one-dwelling-unit mortgage properties, including: 


— Mortgage characteristics: type and amount of loan, outstanding debt, and interest rat 


— Owner istics: veteran status, color, age, and family income. 


< Property en purchase price, market value, year built, and condition. 


This report is for sale by the Bureau of the Census, Washington 25, D. C., as well as at all Department of 
Commerce Field Offices (see\inside front cover of Construction Review for addresses). Price 25 cents per 
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